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The GoDonndiist armies opposlti(>: Unitdd Nations forces in Korea em« 

ployed the ooranionly accepted principles of war, namely, the prinicples of 

mass J, movement, the offensive surprise seourity, simplicity* coordination 

of command, and economy of force o In the tactical execution of these 

principles they agreed in some aspects with western tactical doctrine and 

1 

differed in others© 

Bacically the Communist forces i, particularly the CCP, followed 

the military doctrine outlined by Mao Tze Tung on 25 December 19^7 as 

2 

the "ten principles of war by which the CGF fight *s 

lo ''First strike scattered and isolated armies^ later strike con- 
centrated powerful mimsy forces « 

2t "first take the small and middle-sised towns ^ cities and country 
side I later capture the big cities 

3o "Regard the annihilation of the enemy's fighting strength and 
Bot the holding and taking cities^ as the major objective Ihe holding 
or i^fiV sai^ i urtiD£i is the result of tha destruction of the enemy ^s 
strength^ and this often has to be repeated before they can be finally 
held or taken e 

"In every battle^ concentrate superior forces (double^ triple^ 
quadruple even five or six times that of the enemy) to encircle the 
eneiiy on all siies, and stride to abnihilate the eii«Bj« Destroy part 
of the enemy forces and move the sejme troops to wipe out other portioofl 
of the enemy strength* Avoid battles of attrition in which gains are not 

sufficient bo compensate for losses^ or in which gains merely balanoe 

vii 





losses e We (Commmists) are numericall/ Inferiora hxit we must secure 
local superiority ia every section aud ivery campaign* 

5o "Fight no unprepared engagemenca* Fight no engagement© wherein 
there is no assxaraiioe of victory. Endeavor to secure victory by prep- 
aration and staff work« 

6« "Promote the valiant characteristics of no fear of saorifioa 
and fatigue^ of continuous action or successive combat actions c 

To "Destroy the enemy while he is in movement* At the same time^ 
emphasize the tactics of attacking positions* 

81, "In respect to assault of cities, wrest from the enen^r all cities 
and strongpoints which are weakly defended « When opportunity favor s^^ take 
similar points which are defended to a medium degree 0 Strongly held 
cities and installations can be attacked after conditions mature 0 

9* "Replenish our army by capturing enemy personnel and material* 
The source of men and arms of our army is mainly at the front « 

10 0 "Utilize the periods between combat operations to rest, regroup^ 
and train the troops* This interval of rest should not be too longo 
however • Insofar as possible^ doi not permit the enemy to have a 
breathing space «" 

The CCF used certain armies offensively and others defensively^ 
None was restricted, however, to one type of warfare, because the enan^ 

had to employ all committed armies to fit the immediate tactical 

3 

situation o 

The Chinese Communists developed these principles in war against 
the Japanese and successfully used them against the Chinese Nationalist 

« <t o 

Vlll 
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GoTQrnmento Since a largo portion of the cadre of th© North Korean 
People's Army served with the Chiaese Communist Forces in battle 
^K^^iUBt the Japanese^ North Korean tactics employed against Oaited 
lations Forces were similar to G OF and Soviet Russian taoticsc At 
the outbreak of hostilities on 23 Jiane 1950^ three of the Horth 
Korean People ^ s Amy divisions ooimnitted to action s the 5th, 6b h^. 

12thc, were composed of approximately 60% Chinese Goiiimynist 
trained Morth Korean So All Commanding Generals and other key 
officers of ail Horth Korean People ''s Army divisions were Chinese 
Goumiunist Forces and/or Soviet trained© Many North Korean People 
Arnr/ noncommissioned officers also had undergone extensive Chinese 

k 

Oomivin.lsz Forces training© 

The »s?ontents of this monograph is an attempt to show the pattern 
or trend of enemy tactics successfully employed in Korea o Soiire^e 
mterials were obtained from files of the Eighth United States Amy 
in Korea and its component corpsi interviews with various staff 
meinl)ers Q2 Hesearoh and Analysis f ileSf, GHQ, FBC^ do©«meD.ts from 
the Army Translation and Intelligence Section^ GKQ^ FBC^, and 
tranjslations of captisred enenQr documents by the l61|th Military 
Int#liigen<s© Detachment o Special iiiontion is made of the excellent 
02 report,, US IX Corps^, entitled^, "Enemy Tactics^ Techniques.^ and 
Doetrln© o 



CHAPTER CKE 
0FFE3JfSIl/B TACTICS 



Offensive Irtdioatlons fts Betigmined by Ifaiitad Nations Foroes^ 
Every enemy offeaaive showed ^videnoe of feeing a well*preparedfi 
well-coordinated attack* The taetdcal value of stirprise tos vital to 
the Commmist attack^ and the tmi&m went to great effort to utilise 
every ruse^ in addition to stiperi^ oaaio^lage diseipline^ to prevent 
his intended action from being revealed o However certain indio&tiona 
were prevalent before all major attacks on IMlted Hations positions 
in Korea » Tet no cme indioatioa Ip itself warranted the belief of an 
impending attaokc 

le Bnemr regrouping and re^-equippingo 

The receipt of replaoements connoted a strengthening of enes^ 
mitS;5 and was considered a part of the eneiay regrouping activity o Ihi« 
did not always indicate an imediate oflensive action^ as the replacraants 
were often intended for badly det>leted enesQr ^mitSo Small groups 
moving to various sections of the fronts coupled with other offensive 
indications usually pointed to a pending offensive « Xfciits ip?er^ 
shifted in accordance with the entiay practice of designating units for 
offensive or defensive empio;^eat. It waa necessary to move the 
offensive units forward prior to thd Impleoientation of the offensive* 
This action usually took place 5 5^ hours prior to the attacke 
Withdrawal of the aefensive units ^ thereby breaking contact with 
W forces^ generally presaged an mamny attacko This proved true 

5 

in operations since the HAKTGIfG perimeter period « 




2o Sensitivity in tfce direotlon of laiawi or euspooted troop 
canoentratiottB » 

Initially prooading an offensive operation, Comiamist forces 

attempted to avoid all contact with tJnited Nations patrol Sj> apparently 

as an effort to disguise their main intention. Late in the eampai^oip 

the enemy used strong screening sxkd delaying forces to shield his 

rear area activityc After holding for a certain predetermined time^, 

the delaying forces withdrew to now defensive positions. Bie 

sensitivity of the enemy in the direction of his supply hases or 

troop concentrations was ably illustrated hy his resisti^noe to a 

Tfeited Ifntions ^Ive toward the CHOOTOT^JKJMHIA.- FIOSGGMSQ triangle 

in ^ril 195^0 the enemy used a delaying^-screening force and then 

6 

suddenly launched an attack against! HI forces • 

3* iWy reserves close to the front rather than in depthe 
Keserves^ within overnight marching distance of the front 
as contrasted with a deep displacement of reserves for defensive 
purposes^ was an offensive indicatiim. Actual ohservation of enemy 
movement wa^ difficult during periods of inclement weather^ due to 
his utilisation of darkness « and lay his adeptness at camouflage^ 
Aa increase of troop sightings in a particular area was generally 
conclusive evidence of an increase in troop strength in that 
vicinityo 

i*o stockpiling of supplies In forward areas ^ 

Hatil Jxme 1951 the enemy utilised large supply dumps at 
division and Army (corps) level. Subsequent to that time^, the enemy 
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redti09d the size of his supply iustailationa and diaparsed them 

8 

widely to minimize the effect of TO air -nd artillery* 

5« 2^e increaee in deserters ■ and gtrtgglera apprehended from uaite 
not in oontaot a 

Sight narohea in the rear encotaragad straggling and desertion « 

During the summer of 1951 it was possible to trace the shifting of the 

North Korean VI Corps from the west to the east front by the capture of 

stragglers and deserters o The enemy usually informed his soldiers of a 

9 

future offensiTe^ and some deserted to avoid cosiflicta 

6« Increased gtierrilla activity behind friwidly forces « 

Early in the Korean oonflict^, guerrilla forces successfully 

hampered the Ifeited Hations supply lines & Prior to an enemy offensive 

such activity inoreased sharply with the primary targets being oommuni-* 

cations^, bridges, mnd supply routes o Due to the successful screening 

of all high ground plus the use of ROK National Police « guerrilla 

10 

activity was later reduced to a minimitBio 

7^ M statwaents of impending operations « 

Enexny soldiers were well informed about tactical plans of 

their uiiits and the overall plan as a result of the Ooxnamist political 

indoctrination method of building up the individual sense of duty 

in the operation » Readiness dates were probably givon tc the eneaoy 

11 

soldier rather than the actual attack date* 

6« Increased enenry reconnaissance on the front and from rear areas 3 
Enemy probing attacks and infiltration methods were used to 
find out troop dispositions^ artillery positions, command posts boimdaries 




between fricrdly units, and the disposition of ROK units • Enemy 
agents returned to their lines approxiiaately five days before an 
offensive 4, and the probing attacks took place two or three days prior 
to the attack 0 When the enemy had the opportunity to reoonnoiter an area 

at ^±11 d\iring a withdrawal, he attacked advancing forces without 

12 

iirirediate prior reconnaissance o 

9 o Use of smoke screens to hide large-scale daylight movements e 

The enenQT's use of chemical smoke generators was limited ^, but 

the desired effect of screening troop movements was obtained by burning 

dry natural vegetation and debris during periods of extended clear 

visibilitya During 11 to 15 May 1951 the eneay established a smoke 

screen across his entire front to screen the movement of his forces 

to the eastern sector of the Eighth Array's front prior to launching his 

13 

l6 May offensive A 

10* Increased propaganda effort to include the release of friendly IWS o 
UN capture of enemy BVs who made fantastic olaims of a coming 
offensive coincided with the enemy release of captured I&xited Nations 
personnels This was an attempt to mdermine the morale of other' UN 
troops 0 

11 « Forward displacement of artillery ^ 

In the past, the movement of artillery into forward areas 
tended to indicate a strong defense, but the enemy did not support his 
later attacks with any notable amount of artillery fire* He relied 
chiefly on mortars and automatic weapons « However, the forward 
displacement of artillery had to be considered as a potential offensive 




indicat ioiio 

12o W statement a as to bein^ issued axtra combat rations (up to 
fifteen twenty days per man) a 

The enemy soldier was instruolsd not to ©at his combat rations 

imtii a given date which usually was the starting date of the oifeimlr^o 

The number of days rations issued was indicative of the proposed 

dur^atioa cf the attack. Prior zo tha 22 April 1951. offensiFe^. BYs 

stated thej' were issued a six-day combat ration « Tnis attack 

continued for five dayso Prior to the May 1951 offensive^ Bfifs 

captured in the US I and IX Corps sectors stated they were issued an 

average of fifteen days ^ ooiiibat rati-jni'S on or about 10 I3aye This 

was prior to their departure from assembly areas for their march to 

the east* this offensive was lamched against X Corps on l6 May^ 

which would hava left each soldier with nine days of combat rations if 

no resupply had been received e The GCF attack was broken up after 

16 

seven daya by a United Nations counterattack « 

^^"^ ^<^P^^r Construction of roads in forward areas by the enemyo 

Besides being an offensive indication^, this also pointed out 

the avenue of approach of the pending enemy offensive « To protect 

assembly areas and on withdrawals r the enemy made extensive roadblocks 

and barriers by ditching and oratering roads and destroying bridges o 

Shortly before launching his attack^ the road and bridge damage wms 

repaired o If extensive repairs were n^scessaryp the en©my preformed 

this work at night o At times Oorammist Forces had to improve existing 

roads or construct new roads in order to move artillery and other heavy 

17 

equipment forward e 
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Sharp increase in refugee travel followed by drop in thia 
travel 9 

This indicated a strengthening of an enenQr potential in one 

area 4 As new enemy mits moved forv'Tr<i Into position , civilians in the 
area fled to avoid being oau^;ht in tha center of any future conflict 0 

18 

As the onemy tightened his security^ the flow of refugees fell sharplyo 

15o The imposition of radio silence by the enemyo 

Radio silence was resorted to by the eneiny, 2h to hd hours 

19 

preceding each offensive* 

Steps Taken hy Friendly Forces to Coimteract Snemy Offensive lU'- 

di cationso 

IfVhen such enemy offensive indications pointed to an attack at an 
early date^ IJhited Nations forces took certain counter measures to 
hinder his preparations 0 

Air attacks were increased on kaown enemy supply and troop 
concentrations* An extended aerial effort was made to cut his lines 
of supply and reinforcements 0 Night attacks by radar guided aircraft 
and attacks in adverse weather were made on enemy positions and 
suspected routes of advance » Evidences of the success of our air 
offensive was indicated by the enemy^^s us© of secondary roads and 
trails f) his extensive use of camouflage ^ and his ditpersal of troops e 

Limited objective attacks and probing attacks by friendly armor 

in November I95O and April 1951 kept the enemy off balance and forced 

♦ 

him to commit his reserves and attack prematurelye IfeLdoubtedly this 
♦In January and ISay 1951^, IH forces awaited the enemy attack , 

A 






had an adverse affect on the > orale of tke enemy soldier by forcing 
him to engage in a defensive action- rather than an offensive one* 
These attacks also made the enemy d'elve into his stockpiles of 
ammunition and supplies needed for a sustained offensive* 

To deteiTnine the enemy's moveinent and offensive potential 
increased intelligence effort was made by United Nations Forces. 
Agent reports^, RYs interrogation reports^ air observers'' reports 
and other means were screened carefully* Increased patrol activity 
was stepped up with many patrols having the primary mission of 
capturing prisoners « Small probing attacks were conducted to 
determine the areas in Y/hich the enemy was most sensitive • 

When the direction of the anticimted enemy attack vms 

determined 5 friendly forces were shifted to meet the offe.i.3ive« 

This in turn enabled United Nations Forces to contain the enemy 

offensive axad^ as in the case of the' Communist liay offensive, mount 

20 

a counter offenv^ive. 
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SECTICK B 
Preparation for tha Attack 

Prior to laiaiohiag a major offensive the enemy carefully plaimed 
hia every xnovemmt. Of utmost importance was his problem of supply. 
Hampered persistent IMited Nations air strikes « the enemy became 
a master of movement and camouflage due to the constant harassment lay 
bombing and strafing « Supply dumps were destroyed, which placed a 
strain on preparations for offensive or defensive actions • 

The CCP supply system began at the China-Korea border and led 
to the lower echelons » To expedite the transporting of supplies to 
fonsrard dumps, North Korea was divided into sections^ each with Branch 

I 

Unit control points » Specific drivers were assigned to each section 
and drove only routes in that, area e This enabled the driver to 
become familiar with the routos and available concealment, and 
facilitated the transporting of supplies during the hours of darkness. 

The CCF Northeast Military Area Hear Service Department was 
charged with the transportation of supplies « Supplies were moved 

r 

into North Korea from China by rail to trucking points where vehicles 

picked them up and delivered them to dmps located along main and 

secondary roads » Air sightings revealed that these dumps, on 

secondary roads branching from principal routes, were clustered at 

the southern extremities of the roads Hiis indioatefl supply 

♦An excellent study, "CCP— NKPA Supply and Transport" was prepared 
jointly by the G2, 8th Army and the A2^ 5th Air Force in September 1951 
Reference should be made to this study * 
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routes for the forward units* It also indicated these routes were 
probably utilized for the flow of troops int» various sectors of the 
froat or for the withdrawal of units in forward areas • 

The Transportation Section of a Communist army is very flexible and 
varies according to the number of vehicles on hando Generally, all 
vehicles in a Communist army were organized into three units to 
facilitate supply* Cart units were organized in each enemy division 
to supply division^ regiments, and .sometimes Army mits« All carts 
available within regiments were utilized in these unitsp supplementing 
vehicular transportation o Each cart was supposed to travel about 
23 miles a day. Also within each regiment were two transportation 
groups—a wheelbarrow group and a •doolie" or pack laborer group- 
These were charged with the responsibility of supplying forward dumps* 
Each uniti, company through division^, sent personnel to the next 
higher echelon to draw necessary supplies for their organizations • 

Constant bombing and harassing by air raids forced the enenQr to 
use vehicular travel extensively at night or in overcast weather and 
to employ camoxiflage of tree branches and foliage o To deceive 
tfeiited Nations aircraft, the last vehicle in a convoy sometimes used 
its headlights to make the pilot of the aircraft think it was the 
lead vehicle e T^is caused the pilot to overshoot the convoy o 
J)uring the day, vehicles hid mder bridges, in woodsj, and in tunnels* 
Hail travel was also restricted to night movement* 

All available bypasses aromd destroyed bridges snd roads were 
utilized, and squads of enemy soldiers were stationed at bridges to 
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to bo.^in repairs immediatoly after hostile air raids o 

Submerged bridges were used effectively by the enemy <. Logs were 

cut and held under th® water by rocks and saadbags. However # this 

method was effective only v/here the water was relatively siiallow 

end si ow- moving Antiaircraft squads v/ere stationed at key bridges 

and aerial targets to defend them against attack o These sqv,ads 

i^emined at the sit© of the installation even if it had been 

slightly damaged 6 If it were destroyed completely^, the anti- 

23 

aircraft unit moved to another prime location e 

On bridges and trestles along railroad routes, air sightings 
reported several bypasses and alternate routes constructed* Bridges 
which v;ere blom were repaired overnight * It was reported the 
enemy laid his rails on top of the wreckage^ permitting travel to 
continue^ although dangerous due to the xmsteadiness of the wreckage « 

Each enejiQT company and regiment was required to have seven days ' 

combat rations on hand^ each division^ ten days'^ and an army from one 

half month to one months Storage shelters were dispersed ^ and each 

shelter was supposed to contain no more than ten thousand catties 

(approximately thirteen thousand poundo, of food* Each dump was 

located in a place easily camouf laged^) readily aocersible to vehicles^ 

and so located that • ''^l ^^ were able to draw supplies at any time* 

4 few prisoners of war stated that in some cases there was a system 

of night truck delivery from division dumps to regimental andj> 

in some instanoesj, battalion dumps a This type of supply system 

was the exception rather than the rule. 

10 
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8ECTICV C 
MiTOoent to th# Jwsanbly irea 

Ka nallevt mmy^ wit t« be assmblad far «n affmsiTa ma 
uaiaallj af oarpi atra&gth* ftab»iaiita in autlyiag biranaoa ana 
night 'a aarah m,y {l^^SS milaa diataaoa) irara wdw9^ ta Mm&aMj 
areaa^ nhioli wara nanially faTorabla pointa naar ttoitad Vatiaaa 
peaitiana* Our Sag tha approaohj» two diriaiaaa aarad farmrd with 
the third 14 rasarra* Hhaa tha maiji llAa af tha Q&itad fatiau 
resista&oa^ or ivhan fanddable hastila reaiataaoa ma anoatntaradji 
one diTiaian spread out ta aaama tha raipanaibiXity far the 
entire froote The seoend diyisian vitharav ta the area af tha 
reserre diTiaian ta prepare for the pandSng attaak* 

In the skOTeiment ta tha asaembiy area^, mltiple oel«ma~aaah 

of batt Allien 8trength»<^era naeda JPriar to iaaTattant« reoannaiaaaaoa 

elmmism sootrted out the routea of approaeh and aay anapaotad 

hostiXe paaitiana^ ik pointi, three ta fifteen amp ma foniatlaea 

usr^d at the head of a raglaantal oolim follawad by an advanoa 

guard. The point preoeeded the ^jn oolum 1000 to I5OO. yards* 

Very little emphasis ma plaoed an flank seourity^ althongh dnrlng 

taotioal aarehaso a part of an wtitank oompanyx, armed with 57 

millimeter gtsiSp ma attached tm the advanoe gmrd or dilrisiaoal 

main ooluana. Ih open terrain p tha antitank company ms employc)d 

on parallel roads as flank seourity* If a aaall Hxitad Katiana 

grotqp ma enaomteredp a small f oroe ma aant ta engage it lAiil^^ 
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the main body sndeaTored to bypiiss the reaiataaoa* 
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In rear areas ^ most units marbhed in a ooltjom of twos or a oolunn 
of files on l50th sides of the road# 3n forward areas, the xnen in the 
battalions aiarohed in single file on one side of the road to 
minimize oasualties from air strikes end possible artillery fire. 
This also facilitated control. The standard distance between 
enemy soldiers dwing the march was three to five paoesi between 
platoons, eight to ten yardsi and between oempanieSf ten to fifteen 
yards. The distances were dependent tapon the amount of illuminatim, 
since most moves were made at night. Marches usually started about 
1630 ho\ars and continued until daybreak with brief fire-to ten- 
minute rest periods given to the men every hour. "While the troops 

were resting, guards were not employed for locaj^ security because 
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of the prior reconnaissance . 

r>uring night movements, the enemy generally utilized secondary 
roads and trails* Villagers provided the eneaay with information 
regarding locations of Halted Nations troops, and sometimes native 
guides were employed. Routes of approach were marked with blfl^zed 
trees, rooks, and sigji markers. Some captured Wm reported the use 
of a luminous substance, easily discernible at night, to mark trails© 

During the march strict discipline was exercised by enemy troops 
The men were cautioned about loud noises, smoking, talking, and the 
display of lights* Communications during the march were conduotijd 
either orally or written messages delivered by runners or horse- 
mounted messengers. At higher echelons, radios were used. Often 
at night, the individual soldier wore a white armband to facilitate 
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oontrol<» 

Air obserirera^ posted on hjtgh ridge lines diarlng the susLFoh^, fired 
mraing shots mhim 9l hostile plane iras sighted « A soldier on the 
next hill^ hearing the shot relayed the uraraing bjr firing pother shoti 

thus the entire colvn of marohi&g troops vas alerted for an anticipated 

Ji 
air raido 

Only under the most trying oirounistances were yehioles used to 
transport trioops^ and even thsn it was generally limited to transportation 
of the woundedo In spite of this^ eneay units advanced from rear 
areas to the hattle zone at the rate of 23 miles a day<» C&iited ISFations 
air strikes did not seriously impede their movement at night o 

SssDne daylight moves were made during adverse weather oonditions 
or under the cover of smoke® Ihe enemy lacking moke prtduolaag materials 
and equipment 4, oreated smoke hazes by resorting to widespread t&rmt 
fires and the firing of villages during periods of relatively little 
wind velooityo Tb insure against a possible wind »hifti> m.m^ 
infiltrators set fires behind XS Ijbaes to assure a ocntinuous smoke 
hazoo Howeverp during the ComnixaiList May o£tmslY^^ daylight moves were 
made in good weather* The enemy troops marched in a «in,gle oontinuo^as 
oolum with 25 to ijD yards between groitps© Straf ^ig attaoks were 
ineffeotive as the enemy soldiers squatted in ditohes during the 
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attaok and then moved ono This indicated a high state of dlsc^ipli^ieo 

Two assembly areas were used® The first was an area appro^cimately 
2^ miles from the front lines where battalion^size units assembled 
and reoeived orders from a divisiMal staff offioeri, through the 
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R'egimental CP, to march to a designated area* Escaped ^erioan soldiers 
reported a large orange light, about five feet square, on the top of a hill 
facing in the direction of the en^ny*s rear lines. Large troop 

» 

concentrations with pack horses were gathered in the vicinity of the 

3k 

light, indicating that the light might have designated an assembly area. 
Before launching a large- scale attack, the enemy attempted to 

* 

evacuate all civilians in and around his area, and prohibited the 

entrance of civilians into the sector. This was done to counter United 

Nations espionage activities. The evacuation of civilians took 

plaoe one month prior to the launching of the attack for security 
35 

reasons. 

A second assembly area, the regimental area, was generally the 
bivouac area. The distance of this area from the front lines varied 
from 7 miles to 1 l/I|.-l 1/2 miles. Attack battalions were later sent 
to a point from which the attack was launched, and they may have 
accounted for the recorded closeness of United Jfations lines. Some 
units, however, designated areas other than the bivouac areas, and 
the subordinate units moved to them in separate columns. This 
indicated an amomt of flexibility on the part of the regimental or 
divisional commander in selecting his own area prior to an attack* 
These areas were selected out of the range of Uteited Nations artillery, 
where air spottings were impossible, and beyond the normal distance 
of United Nations patrols. However, prior to the 1 January 19 5^ 
attack, enemy troops moved into trenches within artillery range 
and remained undetected all day. 



* Such light was only report once. 
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During the early phases of the Korean conflict, the most heavily 
Tf getated portions of a hill or momtain were selected as the bivouac 
sitco This was done to minimize the effectiveness of TJhited Nations 
air attacks o Fox holes were dug and oamouflagedi, and about ten 
to twenty guards per regiment were posted on the high gromd aromd 
th9 area<» With the increased effectiveness of lAiited Nations air 
power £, the enemy resorted to digging his bivouac positions in 
valleys and around bombed or bumed-out villages* Wb stated UST 
planes usually bombed and strafed motntain tops rather than valleys 
and previously bombed villages 9 

The enenqr also used the reverses slopes of hills and draws along 
the roirtes of advance as assembly points© Closely bunched^ shallow 
fox holes were dug comoiencing at the line of foliage j> but these 
extended only a short distance toward the creste These emplacements 
were for protection against air and artillery fire© Beyond a few 
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hundred feet^ observers found these positions difficult to deteoto 

Count ermeasures Taken by Uaited Nations Forc es to Prevent Kn emy Movemept 

United Nations Forces used various methods to detect and prevent 
enemy movement to the front e The use of night bombers and interdictory 
artillery fire on suspected enemy routes of advance were the chief 
means o 

By the use of radar s night bombers were guided to enenQr troop 
concentrations and supply point So Captured IWs testified to the 
accuracy of these raids » and pilots reported secondary explosions 
in some sectors <, Flare ships were used to illuminate areas so that 

UNCLASSIFIED ^mHnSSlik, 



UNCLASSIFIED 



fighter»b«mbdr8 could more effeotivaly strafe and bmb enexny troops* 

laterdiotory artillery fire was used lay Ttoited Hatioas Poroes 
m all likely routes of adfaaoe and on suspected enemy assembly areas* 
However p enemy prisoners indicated that tbey had been able to aarch 
into attack positions through artillery fire simply by studying its 
pattern* Usually eneisy assembly areas were selected outside the 
range of friendly artillery^ so toe much importance could not be 
placed on this comtermeasure* 

Hight patrols were used to note enemy movement* Batrols consisting 
of toerioan and Republic of Korea soldiers were dispatched behind the 
enemy lines te note enemy troep movements and assembly points* These 
patrols t equipped with radios » were successful in calling dswn artillery 
and airstrikes on enemy troop oencentrations • 

l^tiUery and GOmm mortar illminatiag flare* were used to reveal 
enemy trf»ep movements in close pros^imity to Dbited Katiens Itnes* 
searchlight companies were also used* Oa dark nights « searchlights 
reflected against low-hanging clouds gave the effect of a moonlit 
nighti, but it did not prove too effective for aerial observation* 
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Reconnaissance 



The enemy disrision or teay whioh made initial contact vith United 
Nations forces and asstuned responsibility of the front conducted 
extensive reoonnaisaanoe missions aiid light probing attacks* There 
v/ere many similiarities between Chinese and ITorth Korean reconnaissances 
however because of some basic difference s^, an attempt has been made to 
treat each separately o A captured Chinese manual translated into 
Korean revealed basically the same objectives to be reoonnoitered 
and the same methods of reoonx^issanceo Ifovement of hostile troops i, 
hostile positiensg engineering worlcss and fire power were all of 
primary concern e In addition^ the units selected the break-throxagh 



point f) point of attacks unit cover routes of marohi, and thA attack 
conmenoeraent point* fieoonnaissanoe in force was used to loam the 
hostile strength and deployment of firepower* Observation posts 
were used to note enemy movement p and all officers were required to 
conduct reconnaissance and to loiow the terrain and the hostile 



situation 0 
CCF Units 

Reconnaissance units were crganio ija the Chinese Gommwist Forces 
from Array group through regimento The size of these units ranged from 
a platoon at regimental level to a battalion at army group* Reoon« 
naissanoe elements were triangular in structure and were built up from 
basic unit of two officers 0 and three ten<=>man squads* Clio<»third of 
each reconnaissance unit was issued civilian clothing and performed 
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misaiMt ia a saiBil^agaat capacity bahiad hastila linato 

the prSmry raspanslbilitiaa of Chinasa Cmaauniat Foroaa raoannaiaa* 
anoa vnits athar than thoaa iaauad oirilian clathing nara to maka 
tarraln racoimalaaanoa« obtain raad guddaa^ and guida wita ta 
paaitian«» Thay raoannoitarad ta within a fair thouaand yarda af tha 
U&itad Vatiana paaitima but raraly nada oantaet ar angagad in cambat 
patraIliBg« It maat ba takan inta aanaidaratian* hawaTarf that 
tha aaasBy*« praliainary tactioal raoaBaaiaaanaa priar ta an 
eBgagamant in tha paat waa affaotiTa and parsiatant* Tha raoan- 
naisaanoa of paaitiana af tha VS 2nd Infantry Diviaion at KUliFD&I 
baf ora tha loain attack waa mada by thraa to fin datachad groupa 
of fiva or aix inan advancing in an upright poaitian in aingla fila 
or soaatimaa buaohed until hoatila firo waa ancouatarad. Thay 
approached as olosa aa 20 yarda bafore being racog^isad aa anasoy* 
Aftar drawing fira^ tha anaaiy than withdraw and isovad alang tha 
front linaa ta tha naxt suspaotad IMitad Natiana paaitiana* At 

na tima did tha anany reply to United Nationa fira^ and at times 

Ifi 

they appeared to be unarmed* 

Utie reoonnaissanoe group with civilian clothing waa alao given 
this Tiaaian which waa performed by: thraa or four man at night • 
The anaB^ aquad fired indiaoriainataly at auapaotad haatila 
poaitiona in an attempt to have Uhitad Vatiana faroaa diacloaa their 
poaitiana by returning fire* Thia prooadura waa repeated along 
different aectiena of the front* Aa a raault of thaae probaa^ 
the group attempted to infiltrate and raoannaitar behind Ifoited 
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Nations linos » S«iae of these agents wore HOKA^ US or oiTilian olothes* 
In ssime instanoesn these small patrols inarked the location of libit ed 
Nations mortar and artillery targets with hursts of automatio fire into 
the target areas e These leoatiens were passed haok 1^ outguards and 
observation posts* 

As an advance patrol or while acting as guides , three«nan 
reoennaissance teams preoeded the sain body by a distance of abont 
3000 yards and reported back each houro If the patrol failed to 
report baok^, the zoain body halted and another threo>aan patrol was 
dispatched 0 If hostile units were sighted the reoeanaissanoe 
groups were ordered to return to the main body. 

It was coBmon practice to send ene reconnaissance squad to 
accomplish a missionj» although on some occasions a mit larger than 
a squad was dispatched e As few as ene or two men were sent to make 
a terrain recozmaissanoe. In hostile territory^) enemy patrols split up 
and each man reconnoitered a certain section o Upon eompletien of the 
missisxip the patrol reassembled at some predesignated spot and returned 
to its parent organization o Reconnaissance elements also established 
liaison with other units in the areao 

Horth Korean People ^s Army Reeonnaissaaoe 

Reconnaissance units of the North Korean Peoples » Army were organized 

within the structure of every echelon from corps to company level « The 

North Korean Peoples « Amy corps and divisions had a reoonnaissanoo 

battalioni the regiment had a reoennaissanoe osmpany; the battalion 

♦In the CGF9 the organisation of rooonnaissanoe mits extended 
to regimental level onlyo 
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a platoo&; and the ocmpany, a reoo&naiasaiioe aqnad* All raeh imitt 
were attached to the headquarters ef eaeh eehelea aad were empleyed 
by their reepeotire eemaadero 

Three oeanen typee ef ale slene were perferved hy Verth Keream 
reoenaaieeaaee imits« Fir at » a pelitiefl reoeauuiieea»ee was nade 
to determime the tremda^ pelitioaX thetighta, aftd the eaete systeK ef 
villager* ia the area ef prepeaed attacks the leoal Kerean Leber 
Fiarty and its sympathisers were oentacted^ and the pelitieal 
tendeaoies ef the area were analysedo The Mmbers ef reeensaissanee 
units were uswlly Xerean &aher Barty sMnahers er knsm Cemiwist 
sympathisers ef proletarian erigia* The members were thereughly 
oriented before each mission of this type with the Coamtsiist 
doctrine so that they were eapable of iadootrimating leoal eitisens 
and gaining their support* Pelitieal offioers led political 
reooxmaiiisanoe groups <» 

A second type of mission was intelligence reccnnaissanoeo the 
primary oencem was to capture Dbited Hations classified docusients 
aad to collect order of battle informfttlomo this missisvi was 
accomplished by infiltrating IMited Vations positionsp using local 
Korean Labor Party members aad sympathisers as scouts « la combat p 
local eitisens p classified as low level espionage or tactical 
informatiem agsmtSp were utilised because of their knowledge ef 
the surrouadiag terrain and lamguagOo Political aad military 
officers led the iatelligence reoommaissanco missims« 

the third type of mission was similar to that of Chinese 

SI 
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CoisBLtmist Forods reooanaissanoe mit8» It va« armed reoonnaissanee 

h& determine hostile firing pesitieaa* Weapons were fired 

indie or iadnately in the direction of euepeeted JS poeitionOj, and 

return fire was earefully notedo This type of mission ms led by 

military offioors* 

Ifhen a tmit ooianander was gi^en an objeotiTe0 he oalled upon 

his respeotive reoonnaissanoe unit to deteraine the political 

trends of civilians in the area and any hostile positions » Before 

the missioBp the group was giron a map orientation on terrain 

features in the object ivo area^ and every member familiarised 

himself with the conditions ©f the approach, A rigid physical 

inspection was made of each unit member to olimiaate anyone 

who might hinder the assignment • Bach man was issued three to 

five rations depending upon the length of the mission o Meaa m 

the patrols were taught simple Snglish or Korean phrases to use 

on infiltration missions to deoeiTo IJkiited Kation guards o Before 

leaving on the mission^ a laot minute Communist indoctrination 

talk was given by the political officer ^ and each group was 

k3 

made to repeat its mission and general orders « 

The most advanced echelon was a patrol consisting of three 
to seven persons led by a squad leader « The patrol was about 
300 yards aihead of the squad« whioh in turn was about 6OO yards 
ahead of the platoon o Some advance units had a supporting group 
to cover the advance of the recozmaissanoe patrol ^ and an obstacle 
clearing group to remove any obstruct ions^ such as barbed wire 
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and mineMg im the way<» 

JOL intelligenoo patrol consisted ef a oenfisoatlon group and a 
raider group* The oonfisoatiwa gronp had the Bdssioa of capturing 
eneny docwente or ohtaining order of battle infomatien by 
infiltrating eneiay lines « The raider group had the mission of 
protecting the confisoatim group vithin W liaeso Passwords used 
among aeabers of the rooonnaissanoo imits were nonuilly names 
of trees p riTorSj towns, areasp etc«« depending on the unit to 
which it was attached^ On three-to fiYO-man patrols# each member 
was numbered according to the rank held by him in the patrol* 

Passwords were also used among local citizens who acted as 
temporary or low level agents® Often small patrols held the 
faMly of a temporcury informant as hostages imtil the assigned 
mission of the informant was completed • Xfpon detection by 
hostile forces the members of the reconnaissanoe unit would 
discard all weapons and act as refugees d 

gngineer iteco&naissanoe 

In a normal situation » the engineer combat battalion in support 
of a North Korean dlTisioa was habitually allocated to subordinate 
regiments and fiaactioaed under the control of the regimental 
commanders within the general limits of the di-rision field ordor« 
The missiem of the englneero in regard to roeoaaaissanoe was 
siflBmed up in an excerpt from a captured euMy documents 



2? 



UNCLASSiFiED 



The en^inearao o o will discharge all duties (engiaeer 
reoojmaiasanoee fortifioationif, road buildings crossing riverf , 
building bridges^, oamouflagingc recoimaissance for drinking 
water o o o) pertinent to actirities of the other armso 

Horth Korean engiaeer reoonnaisoanoe patrols normally operated at 
night and penetrated as far as six sdles into hostile territory or 
to a distaaee that permitted return to the assembly point within 
eight hours after departure » Ihe mission was generally to secure 
inf onaation of engineer interests The location nature ^ and 
extent of hostile obstacles and mine fioldsi the existenoo of 
signal doTices and booby traps and feasible methods of broaching 
such obstacles s the type and nature of hostile weapons emplacomonts^ 
potential routes of attack^ conditions of roads « and the location 
of riTer«»orossing sitesi water points and their looationi and 
similar data of engineer ia^ortanoe were gathered o During the 
rooonnaissanoOj) Horth Korean engineors performed simple road 
and bridge repairs along future routes of advance but more oxtensiTO 
repairs were left to regular pioneer teams of the di-risional 
engineer battalion« 

lA addition to the reconnaissance missions stated abOTe^^ oneay 
engineers were also called upon to conduct special recennaissanoo 
operations haring limited and specific objectiToso Road - 
rooonaaissanoo^ bridge rocottnaissanoOj) roeonnaisoanoo for a 
stroa»<"Orossing pointy, and rooonnaissanoo of hostile obotaolos all 
fell into this categoryc 
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When rooMMltariAg a read pri«r tm « adfrnMe* «ngiBaar patrala 
datarmteed tte raad ^i laad eapaolty* tha oaaditiaa af tha raad aad tba 
maoasaary rapairs^ vhathar suoh aaadad rapalr aatariala vara 
availabla^ tha laoatiaa af raadhloaka amd Bl»aa tttd hav thay eauld 
ba datauradtt Bridgaa a&d paaai1»la farda wara raaaanaitarad, aad 
tha atrailability af aatariala aaadad ta rapalr tha bridga ar ta 
oaastr^^ot farriaa vas natad* TJpan oanplatlaii af tha aiaaiaiip 

a raaaanaissaaaa akatah vaa auteittad ta tha diTiaia» aagiaaar 

h5 

afficara* 
Misoallaaaatia 

Obaamttiam Paata 

Bath Chi&aaa Caaaitmiat T9to9B aad Varth Karaaa Jmren td»ili|ad 
obaarvatian paata« Savaral abaarva.tian paata wara praparad aa 
high gramd ia ana daf iaita Bmc^^w. Baah ima aalaatad trith tha 
aaaay^a oparatiaa aad atraagth ia xlad aad -aaa «all«oanatflagad« 
Saah abaarratiaa pact aaaalatad af thraa aaabarap tva raoauaiaaaaaa 
paraaaaal aad ana ataff afflaar* fha aathad af abaarratian iraa 
datamiaad by high raakiag af f iaara aaly» aad tha niaaiaa af tha 
abaarratian paata vaa ta abtaia iatalligaaaa partainiag ta bath 
aanraiiaatian and tha niaaian af Hi^itad Vatiaaa 7mT90w» Vhan 
aimilablai, omuM^MMt, talaaapaai> ipd Tary piatala wara aaad in 
makiag abaarratiaaa* 

At nighty tha anaay aaad ruaaa ta laaata TJhiitad latiaaa artillary 
paaitianao friandly artillary fira; waa adjaatad an what appaarad ta 
ba lighta af aaaay rahialaa* Iha naxt Mmiagp a tharaagh 
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reeopaaisffuio* the area predueed aagatiTS raaultao Baoausa af tha 
olasa prazinity af tha lighta ta tha frant linaa^ it ma baliaTad that 
tha aaaay aimuLatad tha "rahiela lighta ta draw TJbitad Vatiaaa 
artillery fire aad thusp hy aamd and f Iaah|» laoata tha gun peaitiaaa* 

Batrela 

Iha Ghinaaa Cannaifliiat Faraea a»d Karth Earaaa Paaplaa ' Army 
plaaad mare weight aa infaraMitiea gathered fram oiTilia&a asd 
reeeuaiaeaaoa patrala thaa ea the re suite ef their prebiag attaekso 
iaether important aeuroe af iaf amatiaa to the eaeny was aaptiared 
XJbited latians parsaaaal« The eneay seleoted the time ef arrival 
ef IMited Vatians farces at a &ew plaee as the eppartme time te 
oaptwe prisenerso Dliited Hatieas peraaviael away fram their vmUte 
stragglers i» aad wire mam were desired priseaera* Batrals were 
iastruoted te aut telephone lines and wait te oapture the 
liaeBnaAo 

Arier te departing en a sdsaiaft ta oaptwra priaaaersi> the 
patrol detemined the weak point in the IJbited Katiens defense line 
and seleoted routes of approach and withdrawal « A resE^dezveus point 
was also selected e 

A captured prisoner f raor the Beconnaissanoe Company 4, l^th Harth 
Xaraan DiTisiann stated that recannaissanoe units employed a 
capturing team which consisted of three groups with one leadero 
A support group of three men chose a location from which it 
oouikd support the othar two groups « Its primary mission was 
te engage lAiited fiat lens Forces p if necessary « to allow the 



group whioh to t&ke the prieonars to go as far as possible* 
A oapture grot^ of three men, led by the tean leader « had the 
mission of oapturixig one enemy soldier while the other groupo 
ooTored* Ihen the leader spotted hostile soldiers « he gave a 
signal by whistling or using a pass word« 

The oapture group never attempted to oapture more than three 
eneu^ soldiers beoause this inor eased the possibility of failure* 
When two or mere l&aited ITations soldiers were captured^ sine was 
kept and the others killed* After the oapture group started to 

withdraw^ the attaok group of three men; whioh always worked with 

* ■ 

the oapture groupp remained in position to proteot the oapture 
group from a possible Tteited Hatiene attaok* 

J>aylight patrols oonsisted of approximately eighteen men, 
half of whcm were dressed in civilian clothes* These were either 
maaraed <&r armed with pistols o The mwbers of the patrols dressed 
in civilian clothes were usually North Koreanop and these attem|^e4 
to infiltrate I^ited Hatisns lines* the remainder of the patrol 
waited for their return and furnished supporting fire if needed* 

Enemy patrol formations seemingly always assumed a column 
formation with the squad leader at the head of the eolunii» If a 
three-oolunn formation was employed, he assumed a position at the 
head of the center column^ Chinese Comraunist Forces patrols 
appeared always to take the shortest route to their objective 
regardless of cover and ooncealmentx. and returned the same way* 

* Idore men were used on night patrols* 
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The selection of routes differed with various units o Security 
guards were not employed as suohn and a point or rear gtiard was 
rarely used. 

Avoiding defiles emd crests of ridge« wis a oharacteristio of 
enenQT patrols when moTing through mountainous terrain « Usually two 
parallel files were used to zaoYe forward just below the ridgelines 
of the mountains forming the defile* At night, each member of the 
patrol kept a three to five-paoe interval fr^m the man in front and 
in daylight^ from tm to twenty paces* Control of the parallel 
files was split between the squad leader and his assistaxito Each 
led a filee Prearranged signals controlled the patrol- -lighting 
of matcheSf, blinking a flashlightf, clapping liands^ or whistiingo 

If the patrol was foroed to move through a defile # a three^^man 
point was sent fifteen to twenty meters ahead of the main bodyo If 
it received fire from the surrounding hills f, the main body rushed 
through or withdrew*, This action depended on the importance of 
the mission and the amount of fire received • 

When the patrol squad moved across flat open terrain^ it 
split into three columns c The squad leader led the three-man 
center oolumno Tiie two flanking columns^ consisting of three men 
eachf, moved slightly ahead of the center col\am» The assistant 
squad leader either led one of the flank columns or followed at the 
rearo Distance between the mm and columns depended on the 
distance from the center oolum and the ability t® hear the squad 
leader ^s signals 9 Audible signals were used in the open rather 
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than Tiatml Maa«» Similar famatfiMa were used by aAoaiQr patrele 
trhile M7img threiagb weeded e reaa • Ceatrel wae aaiataiaed 
whietllag and lighted »atohae« 

Whea a reee&naieea&ee uait reeenaeitered a ridgel^ae w high 
hill, a aquad ima aeraally Vhen it reaehed iOie feetldUsi, 

twe patrel Mftbere teek up peiirta at the baaa ef the Muataiai and 
ehaenred both aides ef it« theoremai&der ef the patrel gradually 
meTed up the side in a single file, Wxm the eaeoQr reaehed a peist 
near the center ef the erest and Just belew, the patrel turned 
ni&ety degrees and mered in a single file straight up the erest* 
If the ifteuataia was elear ef hestile treeps« the tve eutpests 
at the base trarre signaled t^ jein the patrel » If a further 
reomamissauee waft aeededi, the patrel preeeeded« If net^ it 
returned by the same reute« 

TMit centrel appeared te dietate the fenatien used by 
reeenaaissanee petrels* If a fairly wide area te reeeaaeiter was 
giwsa a patrelt three er f eur nenbers, with the assistaat squad 
leader, were dispatohed te reoeaneiter the preaniaeat terraia 
feature* The rsaaaiader ef the patrel reaaiaed in a defiladed 
pesitiea te the rMr* If the arisa was elear, a ii^ssage er sigaal 
was seat baek te the squad leader* If l&tited latlsne fereee were 
sighted^ a asBber ef the first greup was seat te wara the reoaiader 
of the patrel while the rest eeatiaued te ebserre* Usually easny 
reeeaaaissaaee patrels wittdrsv if they saw hestile f erees la 
aay strengths fihrely were aeabdrs left te eentiaue ebsemtiea* 
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If hostile forces trare not sighted, asiother three-zaan team nas 
dispatched to another area oa th^ flank, and the squad leader toek 
two men and reoomioitered on objective in the middle o Bach team 'was 
Siven a time limit to check its area, after vfhich it awaited a sig^l^ 
either visml or audible from the squad leader. When the signal 
•was received^ the two teams proceeded to where the squad leader wa«~ 
the point of rendesvous* The entire patrol then returned to its wit 
by using the same route of approach o 

Probing jLttaoks 

Enen^ probing attacks were used to locate United Nations strong 

r 

points and weaponsi; to determine tftiited Nations strengthi to create 
diversions! to throw the opponent off balance prior to the main attaoki 
and to determine the jtmction of xmitso EnoBgr probing attacks were 
ordered to determine the junction point of ROJKA. units and other United 
Nations forces « Ixk the past, ROKA units habitually assumed perimeter 
defenses at night without oontaot with other units on line or with its 
t^&^T^mti Lack of physical contact or close liaison had been caused 
by wide frontages and difficult terrain o Because of this^ a series of 
strong points with wide gaps existed between units* 

Probing attacks were aado anywhere from two weeks prier to an 
attack to inmiediately preceding a main offenslTo* !I!be sise of the 
probing unit varied frea a platoon to a company depending upon the 
judgsient of the eneiqr division osnmandere Later in the campaign^ 
ensny attacks increased in sisOi, using larger uaits than those 
employed by IMitod Nutioae Foroose Jbs sneay regiaisnt attaokod a QT 
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Battalim, and a tettaliazi attaoked a oampaay. Strwg pral»ing attaiikv 
taak plaoa about how to 1 bout* aftor a& i&toaso j^oplaimoci 
ststpporting firo« Cloao liaiam mi aalAtaiaod lay nosoaagor with tho 
»aiB hody^ looatod fVom 30 to 30^ yarda to tho roar« 

From tho onoxQr uait« saaall grotqpa woro orga&isod aad a 
triaagtilar foraatioa OBEployodo Thooo grotipa trlod to avoid tte 
front of a atroBg poiftt a&d oirolod to tho floAlDi or roa^ using tho 
haao of a hill as an aTonuo of approaoh« Hillo and Woodo voro 
aToidod to proTont any poaoiblo noiiOo Whon eoiitaot was nado with 
IMitod ITationa troopop action wao awift and tho onony adoptod a 
seattorod fomation« If Ifi^itod Hationo forooa «ithdroir» tho probing 
foroo oooiq[>iod tho pooition until rolirvod by tho onoseDy'o nain foreo» 
If it woro uaouooosafol^ it attonptod to eapturo priaenora and 
rotumj) imlosa tho opp^ttmity for onoirelomont ooourrod^ 

CoAmtogmoaouroi Bnployod Jteainat teoMsr BSooonnaioaanoo 

TMitad Ifationa Foroos onployod air obaorvatiM uaing f laroi to 
dotOGt onony rooonnaisaanoo patrol o« Barasaing artillory fire on 
likoly onoay approaohoa and auapootod onoaor OFa aidod in oountoraoting 
tho effootivonaso of onanoy roooimais8aiioe« Couator-raoonnaisaanoo 
ooroono^ oufficiently in adyanoo of friendly lines to intoroopt 

enaqy patrols « proTonted the enemy from gaining inforaation regarding 
United Natieae positions. 

Because of the anonyms stereotyped way of uaing tho approach of 
shortest distance and his laok of all-around security » ambush patrolffi 
were easily employed* 
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Friendly dofensa parimaters in dapth, with physical oontaot batwaaa 
units and praarrangad fields of fira, pravantad aaeaBy patrols from 
datanoiaing friandly bowdarias. Rigid control of fira also danied 
tha meia^ this inf onoatiaEi • Only troops iamadiataly to tha front of 
tha anany^s probing action fired on him© Friendly flank elements 
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held fira except in the face of a sizeable enaxny attaok. 
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S&CTLCS £ 
Enqngy MoTcmant to . the Attack Pptot 

Aftar tha aoraaning amy or dlviaian nhioh had aaawad r^B^^n^ 
ibility af tha front had oamplatad itsi raoaeBaisaaAoa^ the twe reer*- 
ganised azvlaa or divlaiazia in the. rear moved to an attftok point* One 
of tha two divisions was oooniiitted to a thrnst on a maxiBnm frontage 
of about three ailes^ usually through a mak point in the TMited 
Hatiens line a Ihis point was preferably at the boundary of two 
wits or a portion of the front defended by ROKA troops • 

The attaok point Iras usually near the Juncture of twD I&iited 
Nations foroes where it was difficult for one to support the other 1^ 
fire 9 or it was near a point of ^llow depth in United Nations strength* 
Salients were also seleoted as a dopartwe point as it aided eneny 

supporting fire and hindered I&iited Nations observation » Eeutes of 
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oo&giiunioation were usually avoidode 

Prior to tho movement on f^ot to an attaok point eneoy troops 
were issued from five to seven days' combat rations and were warned 
not to eat them until needed o Bssio loads of aimaunitiott were also issued^ 
and the troops ware ibat^rxicteS to \xtiliza captured VS material q 
Battalion ooomanders were given their zones of attaok at the 
assembly arnao In movement from the assembly area to tho attack 
point p multiple colunns wore again usod^ each in battalion strengths 
The oolunns showed no increase of emphasis on flank soowrity; 
however i» tha rata of advance was rodiaoed to about ^00 yards par 
houro At 2000 hours i, three squads were sent out within audible distanoo 
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•f the advance sqtiad and abeut 200 to 3OO: yards from the oeatar of 

56 

the oolvBBB&o The retite of advaaoe aroided highwaya asd flat terraisa* 

About 2000 metera from hostile Xiao 9 the eneiQr troops noro 
glToa a short rest period aad nere allovred to eat oae combat ratiott« 
At this poittt, eoonpaay ooBDaBdora ivere giTon their orders and took 
oTor frsoft the battalias eosnanders* Hethod of attaok aad the 
time elemeBt vere 6oatrolled by the diTisioa osflnDODader^ 9o 
flexibility m.8 permitted the battalion and company coisBander in 
this respect o Platoons inaintained liaisoa with company head* 
quarters by rvpm^r and deployed by squad colums to the left or 
right with interval s of fifty to one hundred yards betveen squads 
according t© the terraine The first squad used a line ^c^rmationi, 
the second squad a triangular formation, and the third squad 
echeloned to the left« Supporting weapons were set up, and iixd^*' 

vidual squads crawled as close as 800 yards to Dhited Nations lines 
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where thoy awaited the signal for attack* 
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SECTION F 

The Attaok 

Frontagog In the attaok 

" • *■ 

In the attaok^ a Communist Army had a front of not less than 
twolv6 miles • The maximum division front was usually six miles, 
although on occasions, an enen^ division conducted a thrust on a 
maximtim three mile front. An enemy infantry battalion usually 
attacked on a I4DO to 600 yard front , but in one instance a 
battalion attacked on a 300-yard front • This battalion was also 
approximately i|00 yards in depth. M eneit^ company area varied in 
width from 100 to 6OO yards depending on the terradja and the 
strength of the enany. At night, 1?ro©ps were deployed over a 
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large fronts, causing United Nations fcioes to distribute their fire. 

During an offensive action, the enexr^ battalion commander 
usxially took a position to the rear of his observation post about 
100 yarda froB the attaok point e Sindlar to our tactios, the 
regimental oramander ms found anywhere from the regimental OP 
to the battalion OP or from 200 to 2000 yards from the front. IRie^ 
division commander was located anywhere from the division rear area 
to the regimental CP during the attaok or from 1000 to 8000 yards 
from the frent* The regimieatal ebaervatien pest was usually located 
about 200 yards from the front lines, whereas the division observation 
post varied from 800 te 2000 yards from the front. Ifovement of 

command and observation pests was conducted enly by orders of the 
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next higher commander. 

4^ A Chinese Amy corresponded roughly to a North Korean Corps. 



- UNCLASSIFIED 





Ihe As 8a tilt Foroe 

Multiple penetrations of United Nations line in a given sector 
were attempted by enemy forces « These were normally followed l3y 
an enyelopme&t of the hostile flanlp. The attack formations were 
organised in great depth and continued their assaults by the passage 
of reserve units through the troops in contact • The depth allowed 
for a degree of flexibility in exploiting a penetration at willo 

CCF units attacked f rontally, employing a skirmish line 
varying from twenty to sixty men. Ineffective marching fire was 
used 9 During the day^ the skirmish line approached to within 3^0 
yards of United Nations positions before opening firoi but at 
nightly it approached as close as 20 yards to friendly positions a 
In many casesi^ the initial assault wave was not armed with 
individual weapons but just carried grenades e Rifle firO|» 
mortars, and machine guns engaged and fixed United Nations 
elements in support of the assault force e 

In the frontal attack^ the skirmish line was not always usedo 
For example J, in several instances CCF colussis moved down the 
ridgelines toward friendly lines in columns of twos and feinrs* 
la another action ^ an eneasy platoon charged Uliited Nati^s positions 
in a siagle file* 

l?hen the enemy skirmish line was fired uponi, it halted and the 
men took cover by laying prone on the ground* TOien tho hostile firo 
lifted^ the skirmish line moved forward again until it received 
firo« When some enemy soldiers were wounded others took their 
places from defiladed positions o 
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Jxi some attacks the assault foroo utilized a wide-front and a 
shallow-depth formation • The first eoheloa deployed twe<-third8 of it« 
strength* For examples first line of a division deployed two 
regiments y and the first line of the regiment deployed two battalions o 
This continued down to smaller units* The mission of the second 
echelon was to mop upj> capture prisoners ^ and observe disorganized 
United Nations f orceato In the main line of attaoki, strength of the 
enemy units was distributed in depth o Only a few men with automatic 
weapons were used in the initial assault* 

The battalion secondary echelon stayed in line as much as possible 
with the main direction of the attack o fiegimental and divisional sec» 
ondary echelons alsio £ittempted to keep in line with the main direotioa 
of asttault carried out by battalions and regiments o "When the 
penetration was accompli shed, ^ battalions through platoons continued 
to search for weak points so the attack could be continued successfully 

inother method of assault on United Nations pLsltions revealed 
that a twelve-man enemy squad each armed with a suhma chine .^vaoii, 
deployed to a base of a hill defended by friendly troops* A base of 
fire was placed on United Nations defensive positions by the squad 
while the remainder of the attacking company moved up the face of the 
hill in nine columns of threo"»zaan assault teams* These columns were 
distributed across the front o 

When an assault failed p enea^ troops withdrew by leapfrogging* 

If the assault troops were forced to disperse {, they reported to the 
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rear ef the enemy lines for reorganization* 
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Mbiss Wava Tact ics 

IThoa mass mve tactics were mentioned^ one pictxcred a humeoi 
sea of bodies overwhelming friendly positions* 33iis was far from 
correct o 

In the initial phases of the Korean conflict » North Korean 
Forces utilized a taotio which Blight easily be thoiaght a huzoan wave 
tactic* Attacks on United Nations positions were made in waves e 
The first wave was composed of yetoag Koreans with very little 



trainijog in the art of warfare • E^ich enemy soldier had a rifle 
but did not fire ite These were easily mowed down, but a costly 
ammunition e:-j; : .cUtur3 resulted. A second wave of slightly more 
experienced Koreans who fired but seldom aimed their rifles took 
their place* Hiese, too, were easily stopped but more friendly 
ammunition was expended. The third and fourth waves were still 
slightly trained troops. Y^Hien mited Nations firepower slackened 
due to the lack of ammunition, seasoned North Korean troops 
overran the positions. These frontal attacks were usually accompanied 
by flanking attacks. 

In the latter phases of the conflict, the enemy deployed in 
depth and employed numerotis waves of troops depending on i^he 
formation of the I^ited Natioaas defensive positions. As a rule, 
too much strength was not concentrated in the spe/ rliead of the 
attack. The terrain determined the number of men used. If the 
leading element failed to break threugh United Nations lines, a 
second and third wave were used until a breakthrough was established. 
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Tha distaao© iDoirwrtein thesa «ch«l©ns was so datorminad that IMitad 
nations artillery fir® o©ald nav»r oavar mora than ona achalon* 

In ana Chinesta assault ^ smll groups of auaisy granadiarSn armad 
with bags of 20 t© y> potato^inasher typa hand granadaSp attackad 
ISiitad Nations strong points and main positions • Bnaay troops armad 
with subraachina gtms supported their attaoko Haaviar atitomatio 
waapons supported the att rok from tha flanks c Tha granadiars and 
tha troops with tha subiaachina guns advanoad at a walk using 
marching fira« As soma wars killad^ othars took thair placas 
from dofiladad positions » Ohinaie Communist Forcas aooaptad 
haavy oasualtias until tha dafandiing foroas ran out of ammunition 
and war© f oroad to withdraw* ?Jhan onamy troops approaohod closo 
to Dnitad Nations positions thoy saldom usad bayonot ohargose 
In tho attack pattara infantry assaults followod an artillory 
or mortar barraga« 

Prior to May 195^5 the Chine »a Goimunist Forces had tho 

object iTO of overcoming Dnitad Nations forces of divisi^ni size. 

One PfT from the 26fch CC? Ai-iny rasnarkad 

Tha objective of tha CCF will be to destroy US manpower 
o o « o PraTiously the CCF used large units such as three CCP 
divisions to one US division* In this manner the CCP expected to 
overcome the US with a sea of meiio However o when tho CCF concentrated 
such large numbers of men in a small aroa^ it made them vulnerable 
to the US '^saa of fira» (artillery) o « o « the CCF will now 
concentrate on the destruction of units £, attacking one US 
company with throe CCF companies ©r ona US battalion with throe 
CCF battalions o Tha main emphasis will be on dostroyiag small 
US inf antiry imitSj, and to avoid concentrating largo numbers of 
CCP troops where the US can bring its superiority of artillory 
into effects 
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Massed manpower was used after J&&iy 193^ "^^^ Ceamunist forces 

61 

to destroy individual sxaall United Nations units. 
Penetration of lUine Fields 

The Coamtsiist engineer doctrine hold the sB&gineer staff responsible 
for breaching obstacles j neutralizing hostile field fortif ications« and 
preparing a roTxfce of advance for the attacking infantry. Because of 
the shortage of engineer personnel^ each combat mit vas required to 
clear obstacles and loine fields in its own sector* Enemy engineers 
applied their efforts only in the sector of ti^e main advance. If 
time permitted D minefields and obstacles were removed over a broad fronts 
but usually |> only a sufficient numt>er of paths were cleared for 
passage of the assault troops » 

Both Chinese and North Korean units sacrificed small details by 

sending them through suspected and known minefields to explode 

mines by stepping on them* Mine fields were determined by the 

enemy from interrogation of prisoners of war« local inhabitants 

of the areap observation of United Nations movement^ and by estimating 

and evaluating the terrain and material found* In the early part 

of the conflict j, the enemy also rounded up large numbers of civilians 

and drove them through minefields to detonate any trip flares^ anti- 
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personnel |> and land mines e 

Another method of clearing mine fields lay eneoay troops was the 
use of wire nets to which a powder charge wae attached e The wire net 

» 

was laid over the mines and then the powder bag was exploded* Tho 
downward pressure of the net exploded mines in the minefield* The 
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an^qy alao lurobod a^iiefields ufto|;.rdooaxiai«8Ane« by Whoa « 

• ■ 

f iroflght took pXaoo betwocD Qftited Imtiou and eaany foroo0» «amQr 
infantry mita fired aaohino guns^ .toaaad gronadoit Md f irtd ^Onia 
nortar aholla Into tha adnafiald In an affort to datonata tha adaaa« 
Buigalora torpadoaa^ long pipaa ftllad with axploalTaa^ wara alao 
naad daoa a ninafiald pattam waa datannlnad* Vhan ona vaa alid into 
tha jdaafiald and axplodadp it oanaad all ulaaa within 1#9 ymrda to 
datanata* Hhan hand probing waa difna« tha ana^y aoldiara kapt a 
auffioiant intarral in oaaa ona nan datonatad a mina* Vhan thia 
happanadt tha othar Mn oloaaly ohaolcad tha araa f or othar axploaiya 
ohargaoo Hooka on long polaa wara alao uaad for tripping oorda 
attaohad to TH booby trapa« 

Snaisy akirmiah linaa in attaok wara proooadad by siaall vnita* 

i 

which had tha priinary purpoaa of olaaring obataolaa and daatroying 
Ibiitad Hatima firapowar* 

f orth loraan diviaiona organisad aeaault mita oompriaad of 
anginaarap infantry p and supporting anna » Thaaa units had four 
dlamantat an obstaola olaaring taan^ consisting of an anginaar squad « 
whioh olaarad and narkad patha through hoatila obataolaa i a 
danolition taaa^ oonaiating of an anginear aquad with two flaaa 
throwara^ whioh ndutraliead pill«-boxaa j a oapturing taam« 
oonaiating of rifla platoon « whioh attaokad Tlnitad lationa infantry 

* 

in an affort to iaolata a strong point and proTant rainforoavantaj 
|j;id a firing taatt whioh aupportad tha raat of tha aaaauliing foroa 
with a baaa of fira« 
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l&idor tha oorer of supporting aaohiiie gm firoj^ the obstaelo 
cloarlng tan nHnrkad a path through adna fialds and obstaolaa* IThan 
it had oomplatad it« nisaionj, it sigoalad tha danelitian taam^ whioho 



utilizing all a^ailahla ooTor and dead spaoaj, ad'vanoad by leaps and 
bounds o Raaehing tha object iTa^, the latter attacked fortified 
positions with grenades « denelition charges^ and fleas throwers* 
The capturing team adwieed with the demolition teaa and destroyed 
United Hations weapon empiaeenents and isolated the objeotire from 
its supporting infantryo It also supported by fire the assault force 
and prepared for any tKnited Nations eounter attack* During this 
operation^ the firing teaa supported the deaoliticn and capturing 
teaa by directing its fire at hostile fortifications and weaposif 



emplacements e 

T^o types of assault teams were organised by Horth Korean forces « 
The first aided the assaulting enea^r troops by remoring obstacles in 
their approach and securing strcng points • This type team was 
organised in each battalion by ordsir of the regimental ocmander* 
It also had the mission of destroying %ited Vations artillery 
positions o The second type was assigned to a unit to destroy 
hostile oomnand posts ^ signal centers i» military warehouses j> air«=> 
fields^ and to penetrate deeply into Iftiited Hations territorye 

The comoand^g officer of the forward echelon regiment of a 
division organized two or three assault teams in each battaliono 
One or two were also organized as m reserre and attached directly 
to the regiment to secure its advance* 



65 



UNCLASSIFIED 



1(2 





UNCLASSIFIED 



Tho assault team CP was oomposod of one team leader^ a messenger j 
and a n^edioaX aid ma&« The team was divided into an assault sub- 
team^ which consisted of one infantry squad with two engineers 
attachedi a security sub-teami^ which consisted of four engineers 
with wire cutters and pp.e hea^y machine gun squad i two 60-«ir mortars r 
and one anti-tank squads A reservf suh-team acted with the security 
8ub«team until assigned aa an as8a|ilt eub-team* The entire aeeault 
team consisted of approximately ^ men and was eoannattded either by 
a platoon leader or a company comnander* The assault team which 
penetrated Tlhited Hations lines wak equipped with enough fire** 
power to withstand a oowterattaok* 

Sabh man on thA assault team carried one day* e cooked rice 

and one d&y*8 raw food« Light dr^es was generally won, and 

» 

sometimes miforms similar to United Hations were utilised* 

^^penetrating assault team cooperated closely %ith local, 
guerrilla leaders « obti^ining from ii^hem supplies and equipment* 
Saoh teem had two altex<nate ccBnander si and the political suh» 
team leader* security sub«team leader or re &ei*v6 subrjt(^^ 
vfaa appointf^ the first alternate. 

The assault team usually infiltrated friendly lines one by one 
and reorganised at li designated sppto If larger groups were used 
and hostile fire was receiTedi> the assault team sent a small group 
to engage and destroy the friendly strong point while th6 main 
body changed directions* The team rarely passed through a 
populated areai howeverp if it were neoessaryt it divided into 

small groups and passed through without attracting attention* 

h3 
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Oft«n natlTO gtiides were amtployedo 

17h«a •& objootiYo wms to b« tftkan^ the assavlt sttb^toaa attaokod 
frontally xiadar the ooveriag fire of the nachine gtmso If United 
Nations forces disooYored the attack^ the assault sub^team approached 
on the ruQo In the meanwhile^ the reserre assatilt 8ul>-toam attempted 
to onTolope the resistanoe and strike the flank or roar« In an 
attack on a United Nations CP^ fire urns distributed among the tents 
or buildings oomunication centers ^ and the irarions weapon emplace<=» 
mentso At a prearranged signal all fired at oncoo In order to fire 
on various weapon emplacements^ the assault team was divided into 
several small groups oach group taking a specific target • If the 
buildings or timts were entered p the men were divided into groups^ 
including one group of lookout men equal to the ntanber of entrances* 
The onemor entered the buildings or tents at the same time^ All 
actions were swifts and the assault teams quickly withdrew* If 

heavy resistance was encountered^ the assault teams withdrew to 
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prearranged assembly points o 

Bayonet Companies and Penetraticn Unit 

Chinese Communist Forces employed Bayonet Companies «^ *'Chien 
T^o Lien*' and penetration units as assault units* 

Bayonet companies were used to assault and breach United Nations 
positions o The first platoon had the missi«i of clearing the path 
for the remainder of the company* One squads equipped with four 
PPsh submachine gunso ^6 grenades^ and seven rifles^^ acted as a 
spdiir head) Two squads equipped with bangalore torpedosp RPGf>3 
grenades and rifles , acted as demolition sqnads^, with the view of 
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dmwlishing triple ttaitcd SAtloDs d«f«MiT« fertifioatims — terl^d^^ 
ivirtp xriji«t|, «nd roAdblookdo 0^ cquadp equipped witb two light 
uftoMno gim09 in e«ardi&atioa i4th,a 6QaBa mrrtftar squndp oovarod tho 
spmrlmd md dmolitioa «qmds with fir#» 

Th# foomd platoon ftdted as tho aaMtult platoon and took aotioa 
aftor tho fir fl; platoon had oomplotod ito sdssim* tho third pla-^eofi^ 
aotod ao tho snppcnrt platoon and roinf orood t^o aooond platom* If 

' ' -'Si.- - ' ' ' ■ ■ • 

tho hiQrpnot c(oaipany «nQ4|untorod hoa'vy hootilo /jLrOp QQm nartars and 
. . '' ■ . . ' > 

hoavy Inaohino ^vna from tho roginontal hpa'vy 9PNN>M oompany woro 

ueod for support o 

Baycnot ooapanios had tho mission of romovix^g obstablos In froiat 

. { 

of th5 Booond wftvo of troopji and alao had tho objootivo of soizing. 

Unitod Nations CPs and artillory positions. Eaoh rogimept had ono 
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or two of thoso companios* 

Fonotration units woro organisod within individxwil enoisy i o fa n tyy 
companioso Their mission was similar to that of the bayonot oonpioay 
and thoif br^ Sproan assault team<»«boing that of oloaring mines pni 
obstacles b^d^fi^ix^g the enemy infantry advanoe* 

Tho penetration unit was composed of an assault toami, a demolittw* 
teami, and a su|li>6rt teamo The assaiil^ team was equipped with two 
60mm mortars « two to three light maohine guar« one heavy maohine gmp 
plus three or four sulanaohlne guns. This team aotuarlly attacked Ifaited 
Nation^,. positions* A demolition toam« including deiAidlition squads and 
anti-tfnlc teams equipped with at least fifteen bangalore torpadoes and 
lilblotoy Cocktails J) cleared wire entanglement ^ ^ aba ttis, mines i> and 
d*moll8h0d .hostil« tanka. A support team of six to eight mea oarrlad 
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and transportad ammunition for tho.othor two toamso Tho company 
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commander led the penetration tuoite 



Exploitation of Weak Points in Iftiited Hatiens Lines 

When the juncture between two IMited ITations units was noted by 
the enexi^^ or when he determined hostile forces were shallow in depth^^ 
he was quick to exploit* Reconnaissance companies and other units 
wore sent through the weak pointy, mainly by infiltrating, to ttaiited 
Nations rear areas where road blocks were established and harassing 
attacks made o 

In the early stages of the Korean conflict , the eneiqy demonstrated 
his ability o f attaining supposedly inaccessible high ground and 
bridging other so-called natural obstacles* In one instance, a 
North Korean unit succeeded in infiltrating Iftiited Nations lines by 
scaling practically vertical cliffs* To accomplish this, the enemy 
shot a form of harpoon or anchor^ with a rope attached^ to the high 
^roundo When it was secured, enemy troops climbed the rOpe and 
attacked IMited Nations positions from the ^ear« 3n one o^her 



obstacle against the enen^o Thm enemy troops swam the river and 



ferried individual equipment over on logs* Temporary bridges were 
quickly constructed capable of supporting light vehioles, oxoai^ts , . and 



case. United Nations troops depended upon a river as a haitural 
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foot troops* 



The Envelopment Support For oe 



Great stress was placed on envelopment tactics by the Communist 
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foro«s ill Kot*M« This is evident from the taotios employed and from 
oapttdrad aneniy document as 

Swrouading taetios are a greijit threat to the eneiby (tN) 
and it is eikey to euoceed with suoh meastjres* The enemy 
has no great streagth« their morale is low ^ and fighting 
ability is not good* Not only is their rear iinguarded, a 
striot watoh not keptp httt the enemy are careless of their 
. guard to tha front « Thus we can easily succeed in breaking 
through their lines and going ^around them» 

The f undMuental taotioal doctrine of all Coiisaunisi Forces comb«A 
eohoXoQS was that of '^double envelopment" tactics^ or attacking a 

waiik point from two directions. One unit attacked the front as two 
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Others hit the rear frov^ different directions* 

Ihe mission-^ t)^i (Ri^yjitopi):^^ fproe was three«folds. firrst, it 
was tc arrive wdetaftad || a given location as ^i;^i;?k:;.y as possiblOf 
B9oond» it was to attack i^lMl United Nations line at retrersl Thirdly « 
it was to blpokada the lii^e of retreat. A point tts^ a braak<^through 
of j^Iae enveloping foroe was generally selected about ihtee miles 
from the point where the frontal assault of the Ihiited Nations Force 
w^a taking place* This was to avoid any possible l^itad Nations 
cross fire» The depth of flanking penetrations and the distance 
b«i^««4 tittiatrations variedo dependijag upon the situatioilji terraixij, 
and miaainn. All i&ita moved as quietly as possible to a^id 

dataction* 

• . ■{■■ ■ " . . 

7S small enex^y units were en;^aged while thrusting towards the 
rear of United Nations lines « a small force was used to disperse 
them while the main body continued toward its objective » Other small 

groups such as assault teams and bayonet companiea^ were given tha 

■ ■.' * 

mission of attackixig United Nations* command posts and artillery 
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positions, Bnoirolements were aooomplished in great depth tehind TH 
lines* 

If Biited ITations Forces oomterattacked the CoimiimiBt frontal 
assault^ two regiments of an enemy division would attack the I^ited 
Nations forces from the flanks* If Ifeited ITatians forces did not 
attack^ the two regiments would then advance to the flanks and attack 
to envelope the position* Bnemy isoldiers advanced slowly from any 
direction to avoid hostile artillery fire* They were taught to 
continue to advance without reference to their flanks* 

Once behind United Nations linesi, Coranunist forces established 
road blocks to cut off fleeing forces e The road block was usually 
started by ambushing the lead vehiple of a convoy and disabling it* 
Any vehicle that then attempted to by-pass was also disabled* Ihis 
process was continued until the rar^d was completely blocked with 
disabled vehicles o Machine gm fire and mortar fire were used 
extensively in road blocks along the normal small arms and automatic 
weapons fire* IhirSng the Ttoited Nations withdrawal north of HOEaSfGSCRa 
in February 195^ o the enea^ lighted fires near the road at night to 
silhouette the vehicles as they passed* "When friendly troops passed 

the f ircp they were subjected to intense automatic weapons and 
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mortar fire* 

Commitment of Resejrves * 

When a Communist division penetrated United Nations lines and 
was well to the rear of the hostile line units « approximately two 
battalions continued to engage TMited Nations reserves » The reserve 
enemy divisicoa^ in the meantime^ executed a single envelopment around 
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ATTACK MANEUVER SKETCH 
(A) 

PRIOR TO ATTACK 
CCF 3 



CCF 



CCF 



EN 



EN 



EN 



(B) 

DEVELOPMENT OF ATTACK 




SYMBOLS 



EN - ENEMY FORCES 

1 - DEFENSIVE CCF DIV 

2 • FLANKMO CCF DIV 

3 - RESERVE CCF DIV 

• ROUTES TAKEN BY DIV8 



J 1 AREA INOtCATES FANNM0 

I 1 OUT OF DEFENSIVE DIV 

\j PROBINB ATTACK 
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oae flank and joined one of the penetrating forces moving out to the 
left or righto The reaiaining Connnjuiist division, which was about 
one night °s march to the rear when : the attack commonoed, moved 
to act as an active reserve for tlie attacking division* 

Attack formations were organized in great depth, and the enemy's 
continual attacks were maintained by the consecutive passage of 
reserve xmits through units which were in contact. After the 
objective was secured, the enemy re-established his "two-up, one- 
back" formationo This tactic was basic to the Gonwiunist forces and 
was employed down to company level© 

Tho reserve (or defense) army was generally located about 23 
miles to the rear of the attacking armies, out of tho range of Ttoited 

Nations artillery fire* It was close enough, however, to be available 
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to any area upon demand. 
Isolating Units 

In a Communist attack, certain units of various sizes, depending 
on the situation^ were designated as "isolating units«" These were 
designated before the attack and usually accompanied the enveloping 
force© to, iscla 1^] jnit was assigned two missions? first, to attack 
reinforcements g and second, to destroy fleeing isolated United Nations 
units 

mien the mit arrived at its destination, it divided into two 
segments o Each one dealt with one specific mission* Defensive 
positions were built in depth in rugged areas which provided excellent 
coverage of escape routes and easy camouflage. Strong shelters were 
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built and all spoil was reimoTed. two different type positions were 
oonstruoted — one to prevent IMitAd Kations x-einforceiaantSp and 

. 0 ■ . ■ . ^ 

the other to deal with remnants of United Hations troops trying to 
break ^ut of the enciroleaneat* 19%e two positions were oonstruoted 
close enough to provide easy oontrdl, yet wide enotigb ap|^t to afford 
aaneuverability. A portion of the isolitting xinit was held for 
reserve p and anti-taxik positions were set up at ambush points and 
spots where tanks Bdght appear. All neighboring terrain features 
whioh dominated the p^ sit ion^ were seized to gtatrantee the seoxirity 
of the position and prevent the withdrawal of United Nations tTOOps* 

When Unitied Nations foroes oounterattaoked to relieve surrounded 
troops^ a small enemy unit« with reinforoed fire power j remained in 
position and engaged the assaulting troops* The main foree deployed 
to the flanks and took cover* When the United Nations force drew close 

enough, the enemy coxmterattacked both flanks and the rear of the 
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approaching troops* 
Pursuit and Reorganization 

When an enemy attack succeeded in surrounding United Hations foroes « 
a major effort was made by the Communist units to separate and annihilate 
United Nations units « However, pursuit was cazried out only when the 
Communist comoanders saw the opportunity of encircling the hostile units* 
Generally, an enemy company, if supported by other units, ptnrsued 
ISaited Nations forces mtil contact was broken* When enenjy troops 
pursued fleeing United Nations soldiers, they used shouting as a 
psychological weapon to add to the resulting oonfusion* Iia the early 
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stages of the oonfllot, the enemy btiried caches of ammunition and 



weapons to insure Supply during a pursuit « 

inien the eneiay maintained somd logistical support^ his advance 



generally conformed to the following table r 



TBHBAIN 



1« Relatively flat 



2 9 Hugged 



3«» Extremely r\?gged 



nPE OF BESISTANCB 



a« light 

bo moderate 

c« heavy 

a« light 

b« moderate 

o o heavy 

ao light 

b« moderate 

c o heavy 



RATE OF ABVMCE 
(miles per day) 

less than 3 

3 

less than 2 . 



less than 3 
less than 1 



IIThen extensive and rapid withdramls were made by United liTations 
forces^, the enenQr normally allowed contact to be broken due to his 
difficulty in maintaining adequate logistical support* When an 
objective was seized by ConBiunist forces^ the enemy organized temporary 
defensive positions and issued orders for the next movement if one 
was contemplated o The second echelon of the attacking force mopped up 
the objective and consolidated the position* 

The mopping-up method used by the enemy was a well -coordinated plan* 
BltfCkades were set up at key points on routes of cxnnmmication to prevent 
enemy vehicular traffic froa withdrawing o Special units, lightly 
equipped and wearing disguises, carried out systematic searches durlz^ 
daylight hoiirs of all likely places which offered concealment for 
IMlted Nations troops* Chinese Comunist forces endeavored to capture 
small isolated groups of W soldiers* Special emphasis was placed 
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on the capture of the leaders of Hhited Hatione imitB. 

All moppio^-'up operationa wer^ ooadnqted with a oiilpipay 
froat, with the >earoh parties ui|3g a squad wedge forttatioii. Jfeserw 
units were statiwied at ooBaaandijig key positions along Mmtaia^^^r^^ 
to support the search and to provi^ for any emergenoy* ^^/fim^ 
ttoved quietly and mder oovor and executed small eaTOlopiiMaftta «^ 

isolated Ibited Nations mits. Aiymshes were established Ibefore tlio 

75- ■ ■ • ■ ■ - 

searches beg&n« 

Countenaeasures Taken by Forces Against Bneasy Attaek 
Probably the most ef feotiTo aeasture taken by %ited Satioi^^s I'oi^otf 
against Chinese CooBiunist attaoks was the effectiTO usti of artill^^ 
Artillery fire was placed en all staispeoted rotxtes into tMii^d VmM«aMl 
positions and was registered in on areas adjoining fristtdly upitt 
Artillery and mortar concent ration li were placed on Tacated t^ited 
Nations positions within a few minutes after the withdrawal of ' 
friendly troops e 

During the April enemy of fensite against thm US I Corp$^ 
troops came down valleys towards ITnited Nations positions in iBaa«0d 
coluans of four, firop and six hundred at a tim« In five dajfay 
I Corps Artilleryp including the artillery organio to diTisiattSv 

fired 186^000 romds of aamunitiM of all types, infliotlAg hieairy 

• . 76 "■ ^ ■ ■ . 
casualties on the enemy* 

During the May Communist offensive, the artillery was unable to 
fire fast enough to suit General James Van Fleet, Coaniandliig OaoLeral, 
Eighth Ihiited States Army Korea* A basic load of anaminitioia f oi- an 
artillery gun |rior to May was 50 rounds per 105mm howitaer per day i 
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However, during the May offensive, 'the "Van Fleet" day of fire was 

instituted* Eaoh gm fired five ordinary days' supply in one day* 

One battalion of lOJanm howitzers in the US 2nd Infantry Division 

fired 270 rounds per gun per day for three days; the battalion fired 
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l4p580 romds during the three day period • 

Friendly mine fields and obstacleis were booib /-trapped and covered 
by fiolds of fire to prevent enemy mine reconnaissance and remova^l* 

To prevent the enemy from using supposedly inaccessible terrain 
for his approach, TW Forces utilized a defense of all key terrain 
feattares with an all-around defensive perimeter. Units, although 
surromded, preserved their taoticetl integrity until relieved by 

; * . 

counterattacking Iftiited Nations Forces • 

Air sorties against advancing : enemy troops proved to be very 

effective o During night attacks by the enemy in April and MsLy 1951 » 

B26 and B29 bombers were guided to enemy formations by the use of 

the MP:i-2 radar systemo -An effective bomb ratio for four VT to 

on© HE was used with very effective results against enemy troops* 

In isolated instances, patrols reported finding 800 to 900 enemy 

dead in the areas of the drops • Some B29 bombers used 100-lb bombs in 

six quick opening clusters and 500-lb general-purpose bombs with 

VT fuses on Chinese troops during tho enenQr's April offensive • 
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Results were excellent* 

* ■ . • . 

To prevent attacks by infiltrating and enveloping Communist 

coluanSf, rear CPs and artillery positions adopted all-aroimd security 

»i»This was amply illustrated by the 23rd Infantry Hegiment, US 
2ad Infantry Division, at CHIPYCKG-NI in February 1951* 
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measures o Strong outposts to detects reports and delay the enemy 
were set up^, and an interior main battle line which could be qtdckly 
manned in strength and held at all costs was established* Trip 
flares and ill^soination shells revealed enemy movement p and all 
obstacles natural and improvised^, were covered by fire« Defensive 
positions were organized into tight perimeters at night i and during 
the day^, patrols in strength were dispatched within the different 
units'? zones of responsibility o IH units laid tactical wire (two 
aprons) and mines across the entire front of the defensive positions 
regardless of the rugged terrain » An alert wire^ strxang with tin 
cans and other noise devices^ was placed about 200-300 yarde in 
front of the UJ outpost line of resistance o To strengthen 
boundaries between friendly mitso extensive use was made of trip 
flares^ mines^ barb wire^ and booby traps* Adjacent units co- 
ordinated their fields of fire in the area^, and the isutposts border- 
ing the boundary were as amply supplied with ammunition as the 
strong point was in the middle of the defensive line* 

W Forces exercised fire control so as not to expose friendly 
positions^ and all United Nations troops were oriented to the fact 
that the enemy attacked the flanks as well as the front© Alternate 
and dummy positions were employed to deceive the enemy i, as his 
reconnaissance usually took place a few days ahead of the attack* 
Patrols with radios were dispatched one to two thousand yards in 
front of outposts to warn friendly troops of the advancing enemy* 

Plans for an organized withdrawal were provided in case the 
need arose o Valuable lessons learned during the retrograde movem«ats 
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made by United Nations foroea early in the conflict, were utilized^ 
Tanks were employed at the head of columns to push disabled vehicles 
off the roads and allew colurais ta withdraw* At the same tij&e, 
infantry forces screened key terrain features during withdrawals to 
eliminate enemy roadblocks • ThXa highfirepower of mobile antiair- 
craft weapons was also utilized* 

Tank companies were used to great advantage in fighting delaying 
actions and pejrmitting the withdrawal of friendly units* 

Alternate defensive positions ^ manned by fresh reserves^ aided 
United Nations forces in withdrawing and forced the eneaiy to fight 
a ^9iT of attrition" rather than one of enoiroling and annihilating 
friendly units. 

Counterattacks were planned before the eneny attacks to force a 
debouchment and proved very successful. United Nations counterattacks 
after the enaany May offensive regained all lost ground and forced 
the enemy to withdraw beyonfi| his original attack point. By 

successfully exploiting the counterattack, IH forces established a 
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new defensive line north of the JS® Parallel, 



55 




UNCLASSIFIED 
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4 

Support in Attaok 

Armor 

Only during the oarly iDontha tha Korean conflict did the 
anoiiy employ armor to any great ext.ent« At the outhreak of hoatilitie 
the North Korean People Army had one armored oomponentx, the 105th 
Armored Divisiono This division had approximately 12? T3i+ medium 
tanks in its three regiments £, 22 T34s and 11 T70s in a training 
regiment^ making a total of I56 tanks* 

Ordinarily Coxmnunist tank divisions and tank regiments were 
organized as independent units* The 105th Armored Division's 
component tank regiments were not mder the control of the division 
but wer^ used in support of other infantry divisions « Tlactioal 

eo 

control was exercised by the unit to which they were attached. 

Tank assembly areas were usually ten to fifteen thousand yards 
from hostile positions » the line of departure for an attack about one 
to four thousand yards from the front* In one instanoe, a US 
Regimental Combat Team reported hearing enemy tanks racing their 
engines for several hours before they attacked. Tank speeds 
depended upon the terrain and the situation. Approximately ten 
to twenty miles per hour was achieved on roads ^ whereas a ^peed 
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of only five to ten miles per hour was accomplis&ed in open country. 
As a rulOf North Korean tanks were supported ^ infantry in an 
attack:. The tank regimental coionander received orders from the 
infantry commander and relayed them to lower echelons, A small 
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advance inftotry party^ equipped n^tii mine detector eheoked in 
front of the lead tank fer minea* Thie party alto seaght eut heatile 
treep dispositiens and located any warning deYioes and ebetacles* 

* • : ■ ■ 

The main body of izif entry adyanced abreast about 3pO ^00 yards 
to the rear of the tanks* The tanks attempted to pin doim Tftiited 

Nations forces while the infantry maneuvered to the sides and 

I ■ ■ ■ ■ • 

attacked the flanks of the hostile position* During the attack, 
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enemy tank crews drove buttoned up* 

In other attacks, the infantry moved out about 1000 yards, and 
the tanks then came on line and took defensive positions* From 
these positions, the tanks shelled United Nations positions* North 

t - . , 

Korean tank fire was moderately accurate; however, attempts by 

■ 

the enemy to silence UN artillery fire with tank fire proved 
ineffective due to the flat trajectory of the tank guns and the 
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position defilade tactics employed. by United Nations artillery* 

Sarly in the conflict, the enemy employed his tanks by twos 
and often singly because of the nature of the terrain which 
canalized movement* At other times, the tanks operated in groups 
of three to five* One of the primary missions of enemy tank crews 
was to seek and destroy hostile 3*5 rocket launcher teams* 

November 19^ s the North Korean lO^th Armored Division was 
destroyed as a /potential fighting force by the accuracy of United 
Nations air power and infantry ground units* The superiority 
of UK air strength forced North Korean tanks to move at night and 
use secondary r^iids and trails. Because of this, the tanks became 

*The NK 105th Armored Division was reconstituted by late suanaer 195^ 
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roadbound and herdod ol^se together » moYiag one at a time. Knexoy 
tanks mov^d without lights at night. 

The enemy adiepted many oamouflage measwes in order to deceiTe 
United l^atiens airmen* Ifhen IK aircraft approached, the enemy tank 
crews lit smudge pots or oily rags near the tanks to giTO the 
impression that the tanks were burnixi^o Other tanks used United 
States markings o Still others crashed into houses or used thatched 
roofs as concealment* Others parked beside destroyed trucks or 
tanks e 

North Korean Artillery 

Sorth Korean artillery was initially superior to that of any 
other oriental nationj however p it was rendered impotent by United 
Nations air power and its over-extondod supply lines* Horth Korean 
artilleryi, initi battle doctrine^ relied on a modified version of 
the battlo»tested Soviet doctrine which called for the utilization 
of all available artillery to moot the requirements of each phase of 
a projected operation* 

Bach North Korean Artillery regiment consisted of two battalions 
(2^) of 76sm guns^ and one battalien (12) 122rmn howitzers* In 
sidditionj, each regiment had one antiaricraft battalion and one 
battalion of self-propelled artillery* Each infantry regiment had 
one battery (4) 7^Bia howitzers; one antitank company which consisted 
of six I;5imm AT gunsi and one mortar company composed of six 120mBt 
mortars* 

In an offensive action^^ the artillery csQB&nander determined the 

artillery requireni^tnts* This was done by personal reoonniiissanooi) 
*By fall 1951* MK Arti^g^|||^j||^uch stronger* 
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by intelligenoe infonnation, and by an analysis of United Nations 
capabilities* From this study^ he determined the amomt of 
artillery, including the artillery and mortars of subordinate units, 
needed te support the attack* 

Each attack operation was divided into three phases — the 
preparatory fire phase, the assaialt support fire phase, and firing 
phase during penetration and oonsolidationo Hie objectiTes of 
the eneiny^s preparatory fire were to break up the hostile consnand 
and observation system, te neutralize hostile supporting weapons, 
to open gaps through hostile defenses, and to soften up the 
opponent's defending forces. Preparatory concentrations varied 
from ten to thirty minutes according to the amoi^it of available 
ammunition a It was SOP for the enemy to open artillery 
preparations at toaown firing positions in the tfeited Nations main 
line of resistancoa !Z^e enemy also executed one or more false 
transfers of fire to mask his impending assault* A final intense 
concentration of fire, accompanied by the fire of infantry automatic 
weapons, sometimes preceded the actual attack* For application of 
the preparatory fire, the artillery was emplaoed after dark in 
well forward camouflaged positions* Flat trajectory weapons were 
emplaoed 500 to 1000 yards from Ifeiited Nations lines for direct 
laying J and the enemy's Sdnm and 120mm mortars, which he classified 
as artillery, were placed in defilade* The mission of the mortars was 
to attack personnel and weapons in the United Nations line of 
defense by obserTfd fire* 
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With the start ef the oii«aiy assault^ general toad direct euppert 
artillery transfer r its fire te apprepriate targets in depth and en 
the flanks ef the Ihiited Hatiens* pesitien. this was executed either 
at the signal ef the dirisien eeamaader er auteanatieally as direoted 
in the eperatiens plan» the missiens ef this assault fire vere te 
centinue the neutral i sat ien ef W firepsver^ te engage the eppeneut's 
reserves in erder te prevent a eeinterattaokp te iselate W defenders 
frem reinferoements and supply and te deny the use ef any vithdramal 
routes o 

The artillery continued to support an eneBry^ breakthrough In depHi 

by prompt displaoeaento the enesay's i^^inm or T6Km guns^, by direct 

laying from the flanks or through interinals betvreen platoons « fired 

on targets of opportuaity« Occupation of the United Hations first 

line of defense signaled the forward displaoemexxl of direct support 

artillery o the sequence of displacement and routes selected were 

preplanned before the attack^ and the moYement was controlled by the 

assault regimental eowandero Usually j» the artillery displaced by 

echelon in a leapfrog nannero Okie-third displaced forward irtiile two- 
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thirds remained in position o 
OCF Artillery 

A Chinese artillery company consisted of three platoons^ each 
platoon having two 105iaia howitzer guns and one sub-»squad of four 
men assigned as obserTcrso the ctmpaz^ had one squad of twelve 
men assigned as observere in addition to those in the platoons q An 

artillery battalion consisted of three companies j, each with six guns^ 

♦In a CCF artillery division* Ifost CCP infantry division organic 
artillery had 7?' 76iari gur^s * n i- « ^ mm UNCLASS^ ^ 





and the battalion had an additionial forward observer srquad of twelve 
men e 

The company «s twelve-man observer group maintained an OP forward 
of the artillery company. The assistant company commander was in 
charge of the group, and the distance in front of the company varied 
according to the tactical situation* Telephone coonnunication was 
maintained by the OP with the artillery company commander. The 
principal function of the OP was to observe deployment of United 
orations troops and the emplacement of their fortifications. This 
information was relayed to the company commander who in turn notified 
the regimental headquarters. This xanit was responsible for the 
preparation of the night fire plan. Missions were ususally fired 
between 2000 hours and O30O hours; in support of infantry assaults. 
This was done to avoid detection by United Nations aircraft* 

There was no apparent liaison between the CCF artillery forward 
observer and the infantry unit to which the artillery battery was 
attached • The infantry requested fire thro\^gh the infantry battalion 
commander who 4, in turn^, relayed the request to the battery conwiander. 
The battery commander then relayed the message to the observer team. 

Only one fire plan was prepared by the regimental staff. Iffo 
secondary or auxiliary plans were made. If j, during the night, the 
enemy withdrew or shifted his position from Isft to right, no f\n:ther 
plans were made until the following day. 

In preparation for an attackij the artillery company was 
deployed approximately 200 yards from the United Nations line of 
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defense o The first mTo of enmy infantry deployed imedlately to 
the artillery company *s front • Suooessive waves of infantry were 
echeloned to the rear* Ho preparatory fires were laid, and the 
initial barrage occurred when the assault ware reached a point 

I 

approxinately 100 yards from the Vt MLS. Fire was continued mtil 

the objective was neutralised. Ihsring the attaek, the forward 0? 

was responsible for maintaining artillery fire ahead of the 

attacking units. This was done by relaying the message to the 

company commanders^ who in tum« by the use of messengers ^ 

informed gun erews to shift fire or lift it. fbm observer sub-- 

squad assigned to each platoon oomputed the neoessary corrections . 

Artillery company weapons fired as a unit on one seotion of 

the assigned target and shifted as a unit to other sections of the 

target o Control fire was oral for those weapons nearest the company 

commander j, and written to the gms beyond the range of voice. As 

a consequence^ firing was irregular although concentrated. Fire 

power of the artillery company was massed. Interdictory and 

♦ 

harassing types of fire were not mployed by the CCF. 

For night operations ^ the divisional artillery battalion was 

assigned to the regiment having the most difficult mission. Tliie 

regiment assumed operational control and prepared the fire plan^ 

although the division commander reserved the right to divert the 

artillery battalion to si^qpport another regiment. Xo flexibility was 

permitted onoe a fire plan was made. It was either adhered to or 

*CCP artillery improved vastly since the spring of 1951 • It 
became more intense and more accurate. 
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ftbaadoaed lantil the aoxt day, vtoii' a new one me fommlated* The 
artillery battalion forward obeerratioa post was oharged with shifting, ; 
the fire within the target area and oontrolliag it* 

During the night operations, the divisional artillory hattalion 
was no oloser than 6CK> yards frcn ^ited Vatioas lines* The 
eighteen gms in the battalion were nomally assigned a general 
target area approxinately 200 feet in dianeter* If it exoeeded that, 
the battalion awaited speoifio requests from the infantry battalions, 
throt:^h regiaent* Fire power of the battalion was oonoentrated upon 
one section of the target* 

It was the doctrine of the CGF that mortars had tho primary 
mission of destroying personneli and artillery, of destroying hostilo 
fortifications* 

Pmrlng daylight assault, artillery pieces on the right and left 

flanks of the regimental artillery company were spaced approxiiaately 

ipO^^OO feet apart and had a depth of 500 feet* The gnns remained 

relatively immobile and were well camouflaged* At night, it was 

the general practice for each weapon to fire fire rounds and move 
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100>»200 yards to avoid detection* 
Mortars 

Mortars were habitually empladed on the reverse slope of a hill 
about 10 yards from the orest* This afforded the eneoy several 
advantagesi the forward observer was within speaking distance of 
the gun orew, and by placing himself on the gun«>target axis, made 
computations for deflections unnecessary when obtaining initial fire 
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data*, This posltiom afforded the gun crew proteetioa from Ualted 
Hations flat trajectory fire© 

Mortars mre infrequently used la lotteries hut wer« mostly 
employed siaglyo Except for his light mortarsj the eneay used 
previously prepared concentrations which were called doim hy 
infantry units as needed <> This indicated a poor ooBBtaicatioas 
network which limited the use of ohservation posts and forward 
observers. The eaeasy adapted the policy of firing fire to tea 
rounds rapidly aad thea deployingo^ Light mortars were zeroed in 
tin a target and heavier mortars were brought ia as needed* 

The main mortar firing positions was circular ia shape with 
the forward edge about 1 yard deep aad the rear edge l/2 yard deep* 
Very little effort was made to camouflage this position as it was 
only occupied during the actual firing. At all other times ^ the 
gun was taken out of position and concealed ia smaller well- 
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camouflaged holes about 5 to 10 yards from the firing position. 
Miscellaneous 

Captured enemy documents indicated that each Comnunist unit 
making an assault in strength had a supporting fire power unit or 
team^ equipped with battalioa (daan) mortars^ recoilless guas« aad 
^ype 92 infantry guaso This uait was supposedly eeiBBaaded by a 
battalion cadre member e 

The supporting regimental fire unit was equipped with heavy 
mortars^ mountain guns attached from the division j, and field guns 
and howitzers attached frcan a CCF arn^o In additions artillery 
pieces j> were set up by artillery units themselves. 
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lh« BissioB of the field gim^ aad howltsers nas to make breeohee 
ia hoetile positione for lAfestry naits to penetratei to aeutralise 
Ukited Hatloas artillexy posltiona; and to earry 0x1:% a oreeplng 
terrage^ Tiro batteries were used to aeutralise IIS artillery aad to 

fm*Bish a oreeping barrage* liowtaia guM fired at all obstaelee i» 
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front of the attaekiag eaessy iafaatry mite* 

Duriag the latter part of the ooaf liot, CCF artillery used high 

angle fire on a sain objeetiTe« Ke^ralizing fire vas also plaeed m 

adjaoent strategie points* CCF mortars were set up on forward slopes 
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for firings aad artillery was brotsght well forward in daylight* 

la the US 2tjth Infantry division's seetor* positions were found 
whioh indioated artillery was left in position for a protraoted 
length of tiM* lie roads were in eTidsnee* and deep smplaoewnts 
with oonneotiag ansunition pits and roof shelters were fonnd* 
Beoause of the OTorhead protaotion against tH aircraft t the ii6^.oes 
were beliered placed to fire on preselected targets because of the 
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narrowness of the field of fire» whioh inaried from 2CX) to 3^ lailes* 

Xh other instances ^ artillery was echeloned in depth and was 
well dispersed to combat MM patrols* Frequent displacements were 

made by enemy artillery to avoid TJE obserTation and counterbattery 
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fire* 

Coimtermefrstires Tialcen to Counteract Bnemy Artillery and Armor 

perhaps the two most effective countemeasures employed against 

eneaqr artillery and armor were the use of counterbattery artillery 

fire and air itrikes* 

♦^s was probably a regimental lOtm infantry gun oftm used for 
direct fire* this gun was usually employed singly* 
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To overcome the fortified positions of enemy artillery^ friendly 
artillery employed intense oonoentrations of aoourately adjusted fire 
using a preponderanee of fure delayo Area fira^p using approximately 
100 rounds of l^^nm or lO^nm with mixed fused delay and ITT^ was also 
effective « T^ks were engaged with VT fu»e and fuae quick^ forcing 
the enea^ armor to button up and also immobilizing some by damaging a 
traoko Qaoe the tanks were imiobilizedj, JS artillery used WP sheaf 
area fire to set the vehicles on fire» High angle firCf, usiag a 
combination of fuze quick^ VT9 and fuze delay^ was empiloyed against 
mortars on reverse slopes* 

Th0 effectiveness of air strikes destroyed the Vorth Korean amor 
potential by Hbvember 19^0 » The enemy ^s extensive use of eamouflage 
measures demonstrated his respect of United Iffations air powero 

Itaited Hations armor was also effective against enemy tanks during 
the early days of the Korean conflict o The US 70th Tank (Hea*»y) 
Battalion destroyed two enes^ T3NI4. tanks with one round of 76mm HVAP each« 
During the period prior to 2 Movember 1950i) 3»5 rocket launcher teams 
were used in oonjunction with friendly tanks* The system employed 
had friendly tanks drive the enemy tanks off the road into oovered 
positions away from accompanying Korth Korean infantry* The US 

rocket team gunners then advanced under cover and destroyed the 
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enemy tanks* 
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Miscellaneotts Factors Affaotlng Bteaiay Offgasiva Qpar&tioag 
The Daylight Attack 

la raro ij&staaoes, the CcnomuBist Foroes amployed daylight attacks. 
Tha faasibility of such an attack dapaadad upom savaral fact or 8| firsts 
asd most Important 9 tha battle suoeass outvaighad the casualties im 
the opinion of the aneny coinmaader. Second, the weather shielded his 
xaovameat from obsamLtion and attack by Unit ad Illations air power* 

In one attack^ tha anany took advantage of the fact that TMited 
Nations foreas were disorganized and could not differeatiata between 

friend or foa* In tha preponderance of anexoy attacks ^ the night 

9h 

attack Twas the favored assaults 
Tha Night Attack 

Coiranunist Forces relied on night warfare because of the over- 
whelming force of United Nations artillery and air power* Lieutenant 
General Mr Change CoinmandSng General i».th CCF Anny (Corps) stated « 

Daylight warfare had become disastrous for the CCF because 

of a lack of air power ^ co^isequently night envelopment must 
be employ od« 

The tactics employed at night were the same as employed during the day* 
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An envelopment followed the initial engagement* 

The enemy selected the cover of darlaiess as advantageous for 
attack because it minjbfivized the effectiveness of United Nations air* 
artillery $ and tank support* The attacks were designed to secure an 
objective prior to daylight* Junior officers were trained to 

*The iith CCF Army (Corps) was never in Korea* 
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estimate the situation during daylight » and to determine whether an 
attack should be pressed at night « 

THeie &&my exercised control nt night by the use of white bazmers, 
armbands, and placards* Ropes^ lime, trun^ets, and whistles urese used 
to indicate directions and transmit messages • In one instance, the 
eneiny used a series of rice straw doughnuts about 2U" in diameter to - 
guide troops into position* 

At night in an assault, small North Korean units j» in single file, 

approached TMited Nations positions through defiles, valleys and along 

trails, keeping a ten-yard interval between men« About 100-^200 yards 

from the hostile position^t the attacking force deployed* HVhen each 

man was in position, the leader fired a shot whereupon all rushed the 

United Nations defensive positions* If a withdrawal was necessary, 
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the enemy troops were supported by heavy and light machine gins* 

In one instance after attacking enemy troops had penetrated 
defensive positions of the ^^th Infantzy Hegimect, 2nd US Infantry 
Division, they placed illuminating grenades on both flanks of the 

area* This enabled enemy troops slightly to the rear to coordinate 

97 

their movements and to increase pressure on the penetrated areas* 

Chinese favored the time of the f\all moon to launch major 
offensives, evidently assuming that the advantage of tactical control 

offset the danger of United Nations bombing and strafing* North 

98 

Koreans preferred to attack on dark nights* 

The enemy employed various ruses at night to gain entrance 
into I^ited Nations positions* Most typical was the favorite trick 
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of pretending to be ROK troops « On one instance « eneDiy soldiers 
gained entrance into the Netherlands Battalion perineter by oalling 
outp •*0-kay, we^re ROKs.** In a resulting firefight^^ Hetherland 
soldiers noticed the eneioy wearing HOK insignia* On other occasions^ 
Horth Koreans used wooden clappers for deceptive pnzfposes to 

* 

siziulate gun firee Shortly after the Coonnu&ist Chinese ForMS 
entered the eonfliotp they conducted a prelixdnary reoonnaissaaoe 
of nr positions by a rusea Fovr flutists deployed around a base 
of a hill about fifty yards apart in the open and under a full noott 
and played tunes « For five minutes they played while skinaishws 

kept shuttling up to then and withdrawing « They suooeoded in 
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drawing fire which disclosed the outline of the perimeter* 
CSamuttications 

Lack of ooBDdxmications hampered ConHximist Forces considerably i& 

battle especially at night « This statement was bone out by a 

captured enemy dootonent entitled Collection of Combat Experience^ " 

Headquarters i XI3C Army Groups 

Difficulty of maintaining signal commiaaications at night 
after the deplojimient of troops resulted in difficulties of 
command control « « « « 

Because of poor communi cation s^, the enemy had difficulty in either 

controlling his units or luilting an attacka For this reason^ thm 

enemy often had to continue his attack even mder adverse oooditicK** 

Both the Chinese Coxmnvnist Forces and the North Korean People's 

Army utilized the same modes of oommunicaticm radios^ bugles « 

flare 8 « whistles » flags and messengers « 
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Radio 



Radio coamunicatioais were used on regimental level and higher. 
On rare oooasions^ units saaaller than a regiment had i^erioan SCft 300 
radios* Wire nets extended doivn to and inoluded battalions and fire 
support companies* All messages transmitted by radio were ooded* 
Transmissions in the clear were made only to direct artillery fire j 
to avoid disaster in battle » and by enemy armored units in actual oombat* 
The principal aixis of cononunication ran from the forward CP to the 
oooBiaader'B CP* The nerre center of the entire North Korean signal 
system was the base message center at the forward CP* 

During the early part of the conflict^ North Korean forces estab- 
lished radio relay stations forward of the advance message center on 
the flank from which an evelopment of United Nations forces was to 
take place* The enemy found radios not too reliable in Korea because 
of the difficulty in keeping vvrire In due to the effectiveness of IK 
artillery fire and the failure of batteries in cold weather* American 



and Chinese Communist Forces telephones were used by the enemy* 
Bugles — ^ Bugles were used at company and battalion levels for signals 
primarily « and as a fear weapon* All signals were shox*t and pre- 
arranged for withdrawals « attacks « or oonso.lidation of positions* 
During the attack of some enemy regiments « bugle calls preceded the 
main assault* However, this varied from regiment to regimeutt* An 
extensive number of calls was used during an attack* 

As a fear weapon, the bugle was employed in two wayst first, 
it was used as a means to draw fire and disclose the outline of a 
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T]ki%«d Nations mit's d^frasa periMl»«ri 8«ooBd« iTUglvrs w«re daployad 

arouBd th« periMt«r to or«ato tho iaproaaiott of a» oxiMy mTolopnMt 

i» groat 8troBgth« Piaallya who& a Ibiitod Natio&o poaitim into taktB^ 
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OBony bugloro oouado4 **tiapo*^ to domoralizo rotroating TM aoldloro* 
Whiotlos ~ Whiatloa woro uaod only d\iri&g oloao ««gagoaMat aa a , 
mthod of group eontrol* It was apparontly uaod only at platoon and 
squad leval, and Its prisnary use was to urgo troops forward* Wham 
an anoB^ attack faltared^ tha whlstla algnalad a rasumption of fira* 
HVhistla mas sagas wars praarrangad bafora an attack* 
Flaras ~ Plaras wars one of tha principal typas of Tisnal signals 
nsad* Diffarant colors signifiad short praarrangad nas sagas o Thasa 
vara ohangad fraquantly* Tha North Edraana tisad thraa flaras to 

raquast aupporting fira to cosananoa and five flaras to halt it* 
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in alaotric torch iras usad to rally troops on a position* 
Flags — Flags were used for ooaanuni cations in oombatp primarily to 
direct battalion<»size and saaller units under taotioal oonditicns* 
Various movements meant orders to attack^ withdraw^) commence firings 
or drop to the ground* All prearranged orders were tactically 
controlled* Ihese orders were used until an engagement was 
finished, and then new orders were issued* 

The eoanander of a unit regulated the usage of flags, and only 
battalion, company, and platoon leaders waved them* Ifhen a blue 
flag was used, it was handled by a squad leader to indicate a 
particular prearranged squad signal* The looation of other signal 
flags indicated the presence of the oensander or the looation of a 
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oooBiiiid post* 

Measeagers IfeaaeagerSt both mouated and disnowted^ were used oa 
all levels — eaoh unit from platoon size and \ip had a group of 
messeagers* Ihese messengers oarrled both oral and writtea loessages* 
Ruaaers were used for ooaomiaioatioas betweea patrols aad parent units 
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1« The Conmmist attaok doctrine ^ as observed in all najor eneny 
attacks i& Korea j» was inflexible* Subordinate wits were not pernitte^ 
to sake adjustments whioh terrain^ friendly defenses, or other factors 
might have indicated as being desirable* Alternate or secondary nissions 
were not assigned to assaulting units* Bneniy patrols always utilized 
the routes of shortest approach and return* Snea^ patrol forsations 
were standard and loade no allowance for differences in terrain or 
friendly disposition* Preparations for an attack followed an 
inflexible and unvarying pattern which soon becasie apparent to 
fr adly forces* Imd finally^ eneiiy insistence « due to inf lexibili^^ 
on mass employment tactics proved costly in the face of United Nations 
air and artillery fire* 

2* The enemy lacked sxxfficient logistical support to sustain 
an extended offensive o 

3o The enemy lacked communications facilities « This hampered 
control of units in the attack^ and may have been the basic cause for 
the inflexibility of enemy tactics* 

ll* Snemy units employed little flank support or security during 



a tactical march. 
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CHAPTSfi TiffO 
DSFBNSIVB TACTICS 
. SBCTICK A 

Def eagive ladioatioaa ay DetermAaecl by FrieadXy Foroeg 
!• Elaborate Bunkers ^ covered artillery poaitionsj end troop gheltera» 

Xhuring periods of defensive operations » either when preparing for 
a new offensive or denying certain terrain features to IN forces^ the 
CoisDunist forces prepared elaborate fortifications which successfully 
withstood IN air and artillery attacks* These positions were placed 
on commanding terrain features and hindered IN advances* 
2* Appearance of barb wire entanglements la front of eneay positions » 

Barb wire entaglements were first reported in the North Korean 

sector of the eastern front in June 195^* although some use of wire 

by the enei^y in defensive positions was encountered in the central 

* 

front as early as Mar oh • 

3» Extensive AT obstacles (mlnesp ditches^ barricades) on routes of 

advance o 

The appearance of numerous obstacles to hinder lilted Nations 
vehicular and tank traffic Indicated a defensive phase in the enemy's 
operation* Barricades and ditches of various types were used^ not 
only on routes of advance j but also in other sectors to channelize IN 
troops into enemy fields of fire* 
1|* Lack of IW statements of an impending offense* 

Snes^ H?s were well informed of their offensive operations^ and 

United Nations officers were able to fix the approximate date of attack 

« Aftar action Interviews, **Breaking the HCNGCHON Defense Line," 
3rd Historical Detachment, l^rc^g^^ 
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from their statemeuts* Lack of inf ozioatioxi of such attacks indioatad 
an eneny defense* 



5o Stockpiling of supplies . 

This was an indication of either offensive or defensive action • 
6, A stubboxna defense line instead of an elastic defense » 

The use of a stubborn defense line ixnraediately after an ene3By 
offensive indicated a lack of counter offensive potential and a need of 
tiioe for regrouping and re-equipping o The enemy also displayed a 
stubborn defensive attitude when his supply bases Here threatened* 
It was also probable that^ during the latter stages of the Korean 
conflict North Korean troops realized they were fighting for their 
homeland and would not trade space for tiioe* The armistice talks 
no doubt influenced the CoinEiiunist armies to resort to a stubborn 
defense line« 

7« The use of an active defense (numerous coian terattacks) » 

Gomaiuaist Forces used nuaerous counterattacks to restore 
lost positions and to hinder United l^ations advances* Iftiits from 
squad to battalion size were used in these attacks* 
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SECTIfH B 



The Elastic Defense 



It ifas apparent that two typeii of defensive tactics were 
employed by the enes^ duri&g the Kprean conflict* the North Koreaxi 
People's Army employed a modified type position defease^ although some 
provision was made for an elastic type defense^ and the Chinese Communist 
Forces used a mobile defense. 
Chinese ConBunist Forces 

The Chinese Communist Forces did not employ the principle of a 



main line of resistance nor a position defense* When the enemy ex- 



fensive an^ which occupied the sector of two offensive armies* In 
a defensive phase, the CCF employed a tactical formation of **bne up, 
and two back*** When a defensive army of division was in a delaying 
position, one divisicm or regiment was placed on line as a screening 
and delaying force* Small forces from the defending unit launched 
limited attacks to confuse and delay United Nations Forces* In the 
meantime, the other two divisions of the army, approximately three 



hours' walking distance to the rear, rested and reorganized* 

When United Nations Forces attacked, the unit on line offered 
moderate to stiff resistance but withdrew slowly when forced to do 
so* When it withdrew as far back as the two reserve units, a counter- 
attack was launched to restore the lost ground* If the reserve units 
were unable to launch a odjoaterattack, the enemy slowly withdrew to 
the offensive armies in reserve* A major counter of fensive was then 

♦ Since June 19^1, the CCF definitely employed « position defense* 



pected to be in one place for three or four weeks, he employed a de- 
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symbols: 

a - division on defense 

b- reserve divisions of defensive army 
c - defensive army ho 
d- offensive army assembly area 
(reorganization s regrouping 




5 



POSITION IN THE DEFENSE 



APPROXIMATELY 100 KMS 



1 



B 



3 HOURS MARCHING TIME 

1 
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IftUEched \sy the CCF* 

In an elcistic def ensaj the holdi&g of terrain ims. of sdnor 

importaaoe. !I!he eneay's najor desire ma to ereate wealoaeaaea in 

the United Nation* of fensiTe which oould be exploited by oounter^ 

effort* The oowtereffort waa an important part of the elaatie defense 

amployed by the enevy, and it was aalaly directed tomrd an exposed 
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TMited Nations flank. 

Perusal of enemy docusients leadd this writer to beliere that 

the enesay propagandized his soldiers about the iiqportanoe of the 

elastic defease tactic. Evidently this was done to bolster aorale 

after withdrawing from hard<»won positions* The «aesQr referred to 

this taotic as two-folds **hard work** — construction of emplacements 

and field works in every plaoe to which they moved ^ and ''roving 

motion* — employments of troops in attack or defeaie to delay a 

Xteited Nations offensive. ^'Strong defense, deplete the enemy » find 

the chance and destroy the enemy"' was the theme of the Chinese 
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Communist Forces high comniand. 

OCF regiments usually deployed in three lines* !nvo-thirds of 
each unit was supposedly disposed on the front line witk one-third 
kept on both flanks for a possible counterattack. Deploynent was 
along a narrow front and in great depth. Gonand and observation 
posts were set up on favorable terrain, and telephone conmications 
were established between the OP and the CP. The first and second 
defensive lines consisted of well-constructed fortifications 
conaseted by communi oat ions trenches. Duniay camouflaged positions 
were built to draw United Nations fire. All hill positions were 
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defended by small \mits adeqtiately equipped with automatic weapons, 
and all fields of fire appeared to be woll-ooordinated. 

Most defensive works for the first line were constructed on the 
forward slope of hills facing the direction of United Hations approach. 
The second line of defense was ustunlly set up on the reverse slope of 
the hillSf, or where its fire power could readily support the first 
line. All-around defensive positions were built to guard agctlnst 
United Nations surprise attacks <> Fields of fire covering as large sa 
area as possible were selected, with the front line having the 
preponderance of machine gms and autosiatic weapons* 

To counteract United Nations daylight gains, CCF troops sent 
small groups to counterattack at night to regain lost ground* Some- 



times, two or three s\x>h attacks a night were employed* 
North Korean People "s Any 

The North Korean elastic defease, or in their terminologjp 
Mobile defense," was characterized by the counterattack and with- 
drawal to successive lines of defense^ It was designed to allow 
an inferior force to trade space for time against a superior force* 
The general execution of this maneuver was not greatly different 
from the tactics of the United Nations Forces s however, no flexibilily 
was permitted the subordinate commanders • All withdrawals and 
disengagemants had to be made on the order of the senior commander* 

Etioh regiment occupied two lines of defense at the same times 
but the bulk of the North Korean force was concentrated In the 
forward position* The eneny^s defensive doctrine specified the 
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distftnoe batwem th« two positioaa had to be groAt enough to oause 

nn attacker to displace his artillery and mortars after ooc^y^S 

one of the sectors* One third of the effective strength of the unit 

on defense nas deployed as a reserre well to the rear of the second 

line of defense* 

!!!he forward unit opened fire at extreme ranges in an attenpt to 

force United l^ations forces to deploy and make tlme^consunlng 

preparations for the assault » However p before the forward line 

eould be pinned down by JX fire« it withdrew to rear positions 

under cover of supporting weapons* Concurrently with the with- 

drawal to the second line^ counterattacks were ianediatcly launched 

to throw m forces off balance and inflict casualties • If the 

forward line was unable to disengage^ a oomterattack was launched 

against the attacker's flank by the troops In the rear position* 
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This was done only on the order of the senior oomnander* 

Hfithdrawale 

Inverted**V Formation 

During the early phases of the Korean conflict when VR forces 
restricted their offensive warfare to the low ground and valleys, the 
Conmuiist forces used an inverted'-V form&tioa in conjunction v/ith 
a mobile force* £ty withdrav/ing to the high ground » they permitted 
United Nations troops to enter the V» at which ttoe a superior 
numerical force encircled the attacking column and dosed the V* 
As one North Korean W stated g 
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Our troops mako strategic withdrawals when tho enwny (iH) 
attacks I our troops the^ attack from the flanks and enoirola 
the enesiy with superior niimerioal strength* In most oases 
the enejfly (TH) had no additional forces on their aim flanks 
to assist themo o • • 

Eaemy groups occupied the forvvard slopes of ridges paralleling low 

ground and placed fire on the United Nations ooluBJns* An attempt 

was made to destroy the first and last vehicle of a colum to canalize 

and halt movement on the narrow roads. A sizeable enesiy force 

deployed to the rear to prevent retreat of friendly units and the 
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arrival of IH reinforcements* 

Tactical traps were employed by the enejoy to lure United ITations 

troops into an area* Withdrawals ware made by scone eneny troops to 

entice IN forces into a hasty exploitation* Other eneiiy troops 

positioned themselves to strike the flank or flanks of the attacking 

force, in an attsiapt to destroy small IK units* In selecting such 

an ambush site« the ntimber of riflemen on the first line was 

decreased^) but an increase of automatic weapons was provided* The 

bulk of the enei^y troops deployed under cover to afford a quick 
111 

attack* 

Delayong Parties 

The coveriag force or delaying party which covered an eneay 
withdrawal was usually selected from the last unit to break 
contact with TMited Nations Forces * lliase delaying parties ware 
placed at strategic points where the land was least favorable to 
attack, where the roads were poor and natural approaches few* Thus# 
a small number of men armed with automatic weapons ware able to 
hinder a lAiited Nations attack* 
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!Ehe ooT9ri«g forods raagod in size from a 3^aaA group to a platoomp 
aXthoxxgh a equad ivaa normally eoaployed* The variation in sise of the 
group depended on the size of the withdrawing nait and the pressure 
exerted by United Hat ions Foroes. A platoon usually covered the with- 
drawal of a battalion « The mission of the delaying party was to 
divert a possible United nations attack by increasing their Toluae of 
fire on JM pes it ions e Radios were not used to control the delaying 
action* 

A marked change took place in the delaying action of CCF covering 
forces after their May 19^1 offensivco Usually^ the Chinese, in their 
withdrawal tactics ^ moved out after dark leaving no delaying parties* 
Close contact with United Vat ions uziits was avoided* A marked 
departure from this tactic was noted when CCF units defended tenaciously, 
even to death* A oovering force was forbidden to withdraw \mtil 
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ordered to do so by higher authority^ rarely was such an order issued* 
Withdrawal Tactics 

the regiment was the lowest echelon of comiBand axithorized to 
order a withdrawal* Assembly areas were not prede signs ted, and the 
units withdrew as far as possible during the hours cf darkness under 
the protection of the delaying force* In a battalion withdrawal, all 
companies moved as one column in single file along the same route* 
Regiments used the same procedure* Variations of ooluah moremsnt were 
dictated by the terrain and eneany situation* One or more battalions 
also moved in parallel, single-file columns* Contact between battalions 
was maintained by radio oomflninications and nmner* 

Bnemy artillery and heavy weapons deployed before the withdrawal 
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Under cOTerlng fire of one squad of the Ist Platoon^ Company A noTes 
east in single file alon^ the ridgeline toward Company B, At elements 
of the 3d Platoon, Compsity A, reach the right flanl< of the 4th Platoont 
Company B, the letter moves out in single file toward Company C« When 
•lenents of the 6th Platoon* Company contact the 7th Pletoon* Com- 
pany C, the latter moTes north leading the Battslion* Upon reaching 
the foot of Hill X, units are checked off }3y the Battalion Staff and 
Company Commanders. Upon order of the Battalion Commander, the eorer- 
ing squad then Joins its parent unit. Battalion Headquarters ia posi- 
tioned between Companies B and C« 
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of the ai&in body of troops o Tbis Iras due to their laok of mobilil^* 
As far as oould he detersdnedj, no artillery or mortar fire supported 



a withdramlo Count erattaeks verei rarely aade in oonjunotion with a 
withdramli) although the last units to disengage, together with the 



Enemy oounterattaoks were an integral part of their def ensiTS 
system and were used for -rarious purposes! (1) to blunt the edge of 
a United Hat ions assault^ (2) to annihilate a portion of the hostile 
foroei and (3) to recapture a lost position o 



Kations Forces or blunt an offensiTe^^ the attaok began at nightp but 
early enough to end the engag,ement by daybreaks If its motive was 
to regain a captured position^ the attack began early in the evening, 
to permit recapturing the obJeotiTO by midnight« This eneJled the 
remainder of the night to be spent in organising defensive positions 
to me^e the objective tenable for the next day ^8 iightinga 

fhe enen^ counterattacked United nations positions which he 
thought lacked depth or strong rear support o He also counterattacked 
when United Nations Fcroes appeared disorganisedj, or when the Uiaited 
Nations Forces used the captured position as a starting point for a 
new offensive action without organising it for defense e 

The enemy attacking unit varied in size from a company to a 
regiment depending upon the sit nation « A thorough reconnaissance of 
the terrain in the vicinity of the objective to gain information on 
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delaying party |> increased their volune of fire* 



Use of the Counterattack 
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United Nations 8trength> disposition^ and amament was aocomplished by 
late afternoon or early eveniAg of the day of the attaok* All members 
of the attaoking unit were familiar with the rotates of approaoh* and 
the signals to be used, and the pljoin of attaok before moving ont» 

the location of the prearrangjed oounterattaok tmit was set up 
on the flank at the depth of the (defense line 5P to 80 yards to the 
rear of the front defensive position* Communication trenches eonnected 
the rear position from the front* An order for the attaok was 
usually oral* The attacking force was usually divided into widely 
extended small groups of squad and platoon size which approached 
tJnited Hations lines quietly, deployed, and then attacked swiftly* 
Generally one squad moved out first in a triangular formation with 
one aqgle pointing forward* 

Enveloponents, turning movements, and penetrations were employed 
by the enemy in his night counterattacks* Bnes^ troops infiltrated 
into TH rear areas and endeavored to make the main assaxilt on both 
flaziks of the United Hations position between the frontline troops 
and reserves, or against a sector weakly defended* The enemy counter<- 
attack did not extend beyond the limit of frontal supporting fire, 
and when a position was taken, the enemy main body dispersed to the 
flanks to avoid W artillery fire* 

If a planned withdrawal from the sector was to take place, enemy 

reserve elements covered the withdrawal of the attaclcing unit* If 

the position was to be held, the enemy oonstruoted fortifications 

Ilk 

and consolidated his positions* 
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Comtermeasures Taken By VS Foroee ApaiBBt the Elastlo Defease 

The same defensira aeasures epployad mg&iast the night «%taok of 
enemy feroes in a major offensiTO mrked equally well agalmat Ms 
couz3terattaoks« A tight perlnetor in depths together irith ooordiaatioa 
of fire botweea tuodts^ penitted %ited lations tuiits to withstand 
and repel enepy aountornttaoks* 

A favorite taotic of United Fat ions Foroes against the eaeioy*s 
elastio defenso was to press the attaok tintil an eneny stroz:^ point 
was oontaotod* Friendly tmits thm withdrew A»d plaood artillery 
oonoontrations on tho eaoay's positions « TO protoot againot the 
inTerted<»7 formation of the enemy,' VS foroes soroenod all high ground 
in their forward uorement and kept flanks well proteotod* 

United Nations Foroes dotermined the extrenitios of tho Cenntuiiot 
dofonsiTO positions l]y obsorvntion of its pattern of fire. IVhen 
enemy aetion indioatod n withdrawal » artillery oonoontrations were 
placed on both ends of the enemy *s positions as well as on the 
delaying party* Ihis artillery fire was eoholonod in depth to oerer 
aisy possible enemy withdrawal route « Rapid follow-up of the enemy 
withdrawal by VS FOrees often proTeated him fresi reorganising ajMl 
preparing new defensire positions* In small unit aotiens« the 
hostile ooToring foroe was easily by->passed and the withdrawing main 
body engaged* The enemy oooasionally employed a rear guard* TM 

* 

tank units proTod offeetiTo in by^passiag the eae^y strong peimte* 
3ji Oeteber 199 Mar IW&QSQ, tanks from the 7^ Sank Battalion 
by-passed^ one suoh strong point and surprised the eaemy as he was 
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being relioved Mother uftit* Ewvy oasualtiet were inflieted 
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on the hostile foroe« 

United Hations air power, by the uee of radar« iaflioted heairy 
108808 OB oaeiiy troopo ao they withdrew at aight* 
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SECTIdl C 



the Stabtetm Pat 



Late iM the Kereu eeaf lle%, f he QeHRUBftlet f l^eee ehaageA ftren 
aa elastie defease te exe iilriliiis| a laaim liae ef resietaa^e (MLfi)* 
Several theeries aay be advaaeed t# judtify the ehaage^ although ae 
earner ete preef has beem feimd te ei^ppert asy eae* 

la the paat, Cenmuaiat Fereee * eeuLd afferd te trade spaoe fer 
time ia erder te lauaeh eeaaterefffaaiTe Aeaatureeo Hewerert vhea 
the eaei^ reaehed the 36* Ferallel^ he eeuLd aet afferd te "leee 
faee" by saerifielag territory of the hesnelaad of the Worth Sereaa 
peeploo To do aOf he nay have fell^, weald oaaae loaa of respeet of 
the Verth Kereaa people aad possibly of the eatire erieatal world* 

Ia Tiew of a possible amiatiee^ to permit seetieas of Mortii 
Korea to fall iate tbited latieas lieads weald have glTm tV delegatee 
a weapea "ia aegetiatiea* FurtherMre^ fereiag the W troops to halt 
at the 5^ Ferallel would have eaal^led the Oesmuaist world te retaia 
its '^irea otcrlniia'' ia Korea* 

Probably the most legieal reaiea f or the ehaage froa elastie te 
stnbbora defease taeties was the effeet of Waited Hatieas air aad 
artillerjy oa aasses of eaeiiy treope« ForMrly» the Goaauaists 
attempted to destroy frieadly diTisioa«*eise uaits by superior 
weight of auaa>ers* But beeause of frieadly air aad artillery^ the 
eaesy resorted te atteaipte to aaaihilate saeill frieadly uaits; • 
this taotie was more off oetiTS whea the IHjE la defease was enployed* 
A Oeamuaist doe«sgat supports this theory as fellewss 
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We are te defend and fiarther fertify the inresest pesitieite 
of eur batt&liem; therefere« ve must net yield a si&gle 
iaeh ef grewd er alleir evea #ae ememy eeldier te pemetrate« 
At the same tinej in erder te izaf liot a large amber ef 
casualties 9 we auat be ea the alert ia the freat lines se 
that we say seize upen sniteble eppertnaities fer aggressiTe 
small tiait aetiea* ll6 

i 

Bstablishsaeat ef Pefeasive JPesitieme 
Nerth Kereaa Peeple°s Army 

The Herth Kereaa Arxy employed a medified type pesitiM defease* 
This eeasisted ef a mia liae ef resistaaee empesed ef a series ef 
delf-siiffioieat islands o Eaeh island was capable ef all«-around defense; 
most were capable of mutual support by fire« !Ehe If orth Korean 
defense doctrine stressed the fact that the effectiveness of its 
defensive positions depended on the co^^ordinatien of all types of 
fire with antitank defenses and obstacles » 

Depths of North Korean rifle units varied • A regiment sometimes 
extended to a depth of six miles from the main line of re si stance i a 
division sometimes extended to a depth of twelve miles o Normallyp 
a North Korean battalion ooeupied a front of about 2000 yards and 
a depth of 1^00 to 2000 yardso In . mountainous terrain, an enemy* 
battalion often defended a front of 5 l/^ miles « 

The North Korean main line of resistance had a depth of three 
te four Mies and was divided into regimental and battalion sectors « 
These consisted of a number of strong points protected by obstacles* 
About 1 to 1 1/2 miles in front of the ISLR was a security line* manned 
by aa enemy battalion^, which consisted of ntmber of individual strong 
points proteoted by a system of obstacles. It was designed to 
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to prevent surprise attacks and ts.aot as a reeeanalssaaoe screea 
for the MLR* Eaoh iadividiMil streag point in the lino ivas supported 
by fire frexi the nain line of resi0anoe« In front of the seourity 
line was an outpost line whioh usually oonsisted of hasty eaplaoeiients 
nanoed with troops amed with snail aras and hand grenades* !Ehis 
line was about six to eight idles in front of the MLR* 

Bnemy reserves varied in strength from onO'-third t^o one^sixth of 
the nain force • Gonmitaent was made only on the order of the senior 
ooaonander^ and this was usually done to restore penetrations in the 
M.H« Battalion OFs were generally located 200» 300 yards fron the 
MLRi regiMontSj, 3OO-5OO yards i and divisions, 5OO-IQOO yards s 
oonmand posts were located further to the rear -'^^ a battalion, 
600-^1000 yards I a regixient, 1500»-2300 yards; and a division, 3^00^ 
I4OOO yards 0 

The snallest self-sufficient tactical unit in the Horth Korean 
Army in defensive oonbat was the roginent* Eogi&ontal sectors in 
the JLB were aado up of battalias and company strong-^points deployed 
in a circular Banner in depth around the regimsntal key poaitions« 

This provided fire support for the, flanks and critical scoters • 

■ 

The initial shock of a tif attack on North Korean defensive 
positions was absorbed by the security line* The imit holding this 
lino attempted to force XB troops to deploy promaturoly or to lure 
them into the MLR fields of fire* If hostile pressure was too 
strong j) the security line withdrew to the MLR under the protective 
fire of supporting i^capoziSo If the MLR was penetrated, all fire 

88 

UNCLASSIFIED #gi^lHi' 





UNCLASSIFIED 

— ■ «i • - 



DUSFEHSXVE ZONES OF A HIFLE DIVISION 





UNCLASSIFIED 



p9wer fr«m the •ther str^ng^oimts^ em the flasks and depth waa 
eeuoentrate^ to seal the gap* 

In the evemt a Uftited HatieBS' uait emvelepid a seetien ef the 
Herth Serean defeftslve liae, the enolroled umlt oentlBued its 
defenslTe aiissienj, fer aeoordi&g te ITerth KereaA deetriae, the 
eneireled unit was still respoasible fer its assigaed BAissieao 
Te preveat siteh a hestile neyemeato the eaeay lauaehed yigereiis 
eeuaterattaeks agaiast the flaaks ef the tV wit* Hthdraval nae 
»ade ealy ea the erder ef the sealer oenBamder# IVhea eueh a 

withdrawal was iiqpossihlej) the enemy attenpted to infiltrate 
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XS positions and eonduot guerrilla aotivities to the reare 

Qhin<9se Gonaunist Foroes 

Shortly after the Chinese Forces entered the Korean eonfliot^ 

they defended key terrain features as a soreening aetion for a 

pending offensive e A snail reoonnaissanee group oooupied fcrirard 

positions to observe lilted Nations movement and troop deployment* 

Ttm remainder of the enemy unit remained eonoealed in well-proteoted 

fo^dK^les dispersed over the orest of the hill from which it oould 

easily attack forward* When United Nations Foroes crossed the 

crest the enevy laid a devastating fire on the attacking force o 
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IThen W troops faltered 2, the enea^ eounterattaoked* 

The CCF stubborn defense or main line of resistance was 
organised in depth along a narrow front * Extended outposts were 
placed to the front and on the flanks* Satiill groups of eneiqy 
soldier Sj> armed with light automatie weapons j, manned the outposts 
and had the mission of delaying IMited Nations probing attacks on 




th^ CCF znain line of resistance » Chinese forces organizei key 

terrain features for an all«^around defense if neee3S(E|^ry# anil 

erected obstacles to channelize United Nations sooTement* All 

dead space was coTered lofy mortar f ire^, and cross fire patterns were 

established between the strong poiiitSo 

In the mountainous terrain of Korea » the CCF rifle ooapanies 

usually occupied the lower slopes of a ridgeline* The heavy weapons 

company occupied the top of the ridge » Battalion headquarters was 

soaiev^ere between the rifle companies and the heairy weapons* All 

units from the squad upward aiaintained CPs, vainly in saddles betwesKi 

hills « Reserve lanits occupied areas to the rear of the terrain 

feature selected for the defensive action « The Chinese depended 

on count eras sault as an integral part of their defense « and oeirtato 

snail units were designated as assault groups o These attacked IH 

119 

positions under cover of light xoaohine gun fire* 

Utilization of Terrain Features 
Both Horth Korean and Chinese CoBomunist for'ces selected hill 
tops as principle defensive positions «» Positions were always located 
in places inaccessible to United Kations arsAor* llost of the ensaqy*8 
defensive positions were dug near or on the topographical crest of 
ridge-lines or high hills^ and were usually dug in fdr three«»sided 
defense « The enesy's strongest defense was norsially directed against 
valley corridors eontaining principal roadway 8« and his positions 
were usually autually supported in depth between hill aasses* All 
positions were heavily fortif ied^ well -supplied with a»unition# 

UNCLASSIFIED 'SBSS^l^ 




UNCLASSIFIED 



and ti«4 t0g«th«r by interlocking fir#« 

* . 

BntrOTChwnta and FortiTloationg 

Early in tha Koraan oonf liat whan TM foraaa ware on tha dafanaiva^ 
Cowunist foraaa \x%llisad haaty 6B.plaaa»an%8 in a dafanaira aation* 
Foscholaa wara of tha alit-*tranah typa« aaoh larga anough to aaaomodata 
a squad* P63holaa wara aonstinaa dag along a hillbaaa for good 
fielda of fira and obaar-vationi) and saaurity obaarration posta for 
8uah poaitiona wara loeatad midway up tha hillaidoo Platoon tranohaa 
wara of tan acmatruatad with aaahina gun axplaaananta at both anda 
larga anough for tha antira aaahina gw aquad* 

mhan tha anaay was foroad to fight prolonged dafgnaiTa aationa^ 
adaquata iroteotiva naaauraa had to be takan againat Unitad Hationa air 

« 

and artillary fira* Simpla amplaaamnta baeana alaborata dirt and 
log f ortif ieations « A typiaal anaay atrongpoint conaiatad of foxholaa 
for riflaaan, auto»atia weapons poaitiona ^ vortar firing positianas 
and 7(mm paok howitzer poaitiona • All positiona were eonnaated by 
oo«auniaationfi trenahaso On forward slopaa these tranohaa were 
covered with logs and soilj on the reverse alope^ they were only 
partially eoveredo On the reverse alopea were located dug-^in shelters 
and mortar firing positiona o It was oosaon praetiee to plaae priiMiry 
defense positions on the forward slope with personnel shelters on 
the reverse slope » Gouaunieations between the two were maintained 
by tiazmel and by alternate treneheae All poaitiona were aonatr noted 
to afford eover from high angle fire yet provide good fields of fire* 
Sntren^iments on the forward alope ^ere eonatriieted to enable eneaiy 
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troops to rain grenades down on an assaulting foree* 

Hill top fojrbif ioations were covered with alternate layers of 
logs and dirt from k to I5 feet in' depth. BVom J to 12 layers of logs 
were used for oover. Other underground shelters were eonstruoted 
in soilj» rook and shale* All bunkers were oonneeted "by ooznoiunioations 
trenches* Amunition storage compartments were also joined to the 
main network of defensive position hy trenches. These were loeated 
near the personnel shelters on the reverse slope* All were well 
fortified against hostile artillery^ mortar ^ and small arms fire* 

All brush and inflammable materials were cleared from the vicinity 
of the defensive works as protection against hostile incendiaries. 
Lips of dirt were placed around some btmkers, located below the 
military orest^, to divert the flow of TH napalm bombs* 

Two-or three^man foxholes were dug about six or eight yards 
apart on the forward slope and were manned during a hostile attack* 
Tfhen United Nations artillery fire was placed on a Ccasmuaist strong 
pointy the enei^y riflemen moved from foxholes through the oommmioa- 
tions trenches to underground personnel shelters on the reverse 
slope* Saoh shelter held about six to eight men* When IN artillery 
fire was liftedp the enemy moved back^ occupied the former positions^ 
and fired on the attacking troops* Sneny mortar fire was also 
placed on the assaulting foroe* Reserve enemy troops , in shelters 
on the reverse slope 1, were used to counterattack VS troops to 
prevent them from occupying newly taken positions* Alternate 
positions were prepared in case one was destroyed by hostile fire* 
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The eneny also eonstruatai many d^iey posltiozuB idiioh wer^ Qti^od^sful 
in drawing flrse 

Mortars and artillery pMoes Mually were emplaeed in well-forti- 
fied positions on or just below the rererse slope* Often, fields of 

fire were restrieted by overhead epi^r* Hdnprerert in the Xf$ I Corps 

. • '» 

sector soTeral unusual methods of piploying morMtrs and artillery were 
observed* Pieees, loeated in wellfoonstrueted bunkers below the 
or est on the forward slope of the hill» eould be fired and resupplied 
with amaunition while under eorer* Bseape tunnels leading to the 
roTorse slope allowed the p4eoes to be evaouated* In one sueh 
instance, |!our-gun battery of 7(maaigm9 was found located on the 
forward slope of a hill within 3306 yards of the enemy M^R. The 
emplaeement for these guns measwed 21 feet by 35 teet and was at 

la 

least 18 feet beneath the ground level of the ridge* 

Ciamouflag» 

One of the most ef feetive weapons of defense employed by the 
enemy in Korea was his use of eamouflage* Methods of eonoealment 
and deoeption increased as the war progressed* 

Ho special training was given the Communist soldier in the 
art of camouflage, but each squad leader was responsible for 
teaching the members of his unit eamouflage discipline* This was 
probably why United Nations forces encountered sueh a wide 
variety of concealment and deceptive tactics* Enemy caps and 
ooats were equipped with fiber loops so that natural camouflage 
could be used* When no oover existed, the soldier smeared dirt 
and mud over his clothing and fifce* 
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Units up to battalion size esoaped aerial deteotion during the 
day by sleeping In ditches oovered vith pine bran^bdc^ or rolling vip 
in straw mats and lying in orderly rows, like piled of straw. During 
the eneay retrograde movement in May 193^ » enexy soldiers carried 
pine branches • .When United Nations aircraft were overhead « the 
enea^ squatted and renained imnobilee Had the eneiiy used the side 
of the road rather than the middle^ he would have giveaa the 
appearance from the air of an orderly row of bashes* 

Self-propelled guns and tanks escaped detection by crashing into 
houses or haystacks. Others burned smudge pots to give the isxpression 
that the vehicles were on fire» HTheeled vehicles were dug in during 
the day in forward areas and covered with sux^ounding vegetation* 
If the vehicles had to be ready to move in a short time^ they were 
parked in ditches ^ gullies^ under partially destroyed bridges^ and 
in tunnels « These^ toop were camouflaged with branches and other 
vegetation o In one instance when eneaay vehicles crossed soft 
ground^ soine dragged trees behind to erase their tracks e Pack 

aniiaals were kept hidden during daylight as much as possible and 
camouflaged hy the individual animal ^s attendant when necessary* 

Hailroad engines and cars were also covered with branches Bnd 
brushp but the isovenent of the train and the snoke rendered this 
camouflage method ineffective « Hovrever^ open flat oars and gondola 
cars were csunouflaged with corrugated metal and dirt which successfully 

■ 

hid the eargo* Tunnels were frequently used far tlayllght eoneaalnent 
of trains g 
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Camouflage of depots and other installations of mits lower than 
division was not mandatory, but installations from division upward ware 
well-ooneaaled • ^xajBiun use was aiade of tunnels and eaves for supply 
depots. Excavations were uade by the responsible xinit whenever 
neeessarya 

IThen an individual soldier dug his foxhole he earefully removed 
the soil and oonoealed the hole with ziatural vegetation* He disposed 
of the dirt by placing it on a cloth, then by strewing it around his 
position, later camouflaging it with scrub pine, sod, rice straw, or 
other laaterials at hand* Eneiny soldiers digging entrenchnents were 
difficult to see xmless they were skylinsd* They camouflaged their 
uniforms and shovels, and when dig^ing^ they used short strokes* 

The enemy once camouflaged a long highway bridge to simulate 
a continuous roadway* To create this effect, he attached high trees 
to the sides of the bridge and added gravel to the bridge floor* 
On occasions he broke up pontoon bridges during the day and hid the 
sections under nearby bridge wreckage or along the river bank. 
For some time friendly forces thought that these pontoon bridges 
were under construction^ actually they were being used every night* 

The enemy often used dummy positions and simxilated targets to 
draw United Nations fire* Straw duaomies made to represent riflemen, 
some partially clothed with discorded garments, succeeded in 
drawing considerable IN small ax*ms and machine gun fire* Dummy 
tanks and aircraft attracted considerable air strafing and bombing* 
Artillery positions made out of natural material were emplaeed 
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in the standard horseshoe maxuiere Staoks of empty shell oases were 

placed near eaoh position, while other empty eases were soattered 

around eaeh sinulated gun« Barrels consisted of 6 inoh logs^ 

shields were steel plates j trails wera boards; the v^eals were 

2nade of straw, Healissi was carried to the extent of manufacturing 
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foot and vehicle tracks in the position area» 

lamployaent of 1Teap6ns in the Defense 
Horth Korean People's Army 

Artillery and Mortars — Horth Korean artillery had the missioDc of 
harassing and inflicting casualties on IK reserves in assembly areas • 
It also fired to disperse and neutralize Ignited Nations tank^ end 
infantry assaults. Purely interdictory missions were not fired* 
Uortars fired antipersonnel and harassing missions as well as 
antiatiaok missions at extreme ranges* Fire missions always 
attempted to separate IN infantry from its armor supper t« If a 
penetration in the North Korean main line of resistance oeourred* 
artillery and mortars engaged the penetrating f oree to contain 
it* Knemy mortars displaced laterally over a distanee of 
approxiBiately yards but rarely deployed in depth* Mortars 
were used ythea IJK forces were within 1000 to I5OO yards of the 
MLR: or when ten or more men were concentrated together* 

In the early days of the Korean conflict, North Korean military 
doctrine required a command reconnaissance (l) to determine the 
most suitable location of the outpost line of resistanee, (2) to 
assign regimental sect or a of responsibility, and (3) to select 
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areas to be mined and neutralized hy obetaolas* Thia reeonnaissanae 
waa conducted jointly by the division, regiuent, and battalion 
eoananders together wit^ the division artillery eoanander and the 
eonsandera of other supporting weapons. The division artille ry 
off ieer made the over-all fire plan, including the use of 82BBn and 
120BBn mortars, for support of the division security line, eounter- 
battery fire, fire on the final protective line, and support of 
counterattacks* 

Fire support for the security line was furnished by NZ artillery 
located in the main defense zone and by mortars which were moved in 
front of the MiR« The bullp of the artillery and supporting weapons 
was attached to the various strong points in the defensive line« 



Normally one artillery battalion was attaehed to an infantry regiment » 
Artillery fire was delivered from alternate positions in support of 
the security line« 

To support the main line of resistance and assure maximum 
coverage, specific weapons were assigned zones of responsibility. 
Special attention was given to provide, adequate fire protection to 
the zones between the individual strong points* The emplacement of 
the artillery varied with the situation and terrain, but it was , 
generally employed in depth to assure that any penetration of the 
defense zone could be brought under fire« !Elha weapons not 
assigned to support the security line were kept well concealed for 
the element of surprise* These weapons were not fired until 
the attacking force approached to within J4.5O yards of the main llBa 
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of rasistanee* If a portion of the IdLR was penetrated » all available 
fire was foeuiied on that spot« 



dark« firing at laxiinMm raoges in an endeaTor to feree t&iited Hat ions 
forees to deploy* 2^rt of the artillery was employed \inder deeentralized 
eontrol "by attaehing it to units the forward defense positions* 
Ihe reminder of the artillery was eoneentrated in the rear and 
fired under eontrol of the senior eonaander* 

During the latter part of the eonfliet, SX artillery generally 
took positions in inaeoessible terrain; howorer, 'tiais depended on the 
hostile situation and the terrain*^ A battery of mountain guns was 
assigned to different infaiatry regiments for support* The sites 
seleeted were usually on the slopes of hills or at the foot of the 
high ground* Gun positions wore dug approxiseitely 100 yards apart 
and 800 yards to the rear of front line troops* Mauaition was 
stored in shelters about thirty feet to the rear of the gims on 
level ground, and six to seven feet where the terrain was hilly* 
Gm positions were in bunker-like positions and well«*eaaouflaged* 
Light aaehine guns were dug in between the gun positions cm 
both flanks for loeal seeurity* All firing was done during day- 
light hours « axid if firing was done at night « ealeulations were 
Biade during the day* If the artillery remined for an extended 
lezigth of tiM in one loeation, auxiliary positions were dug 
approximately I50 yards to the flank of the battery* If the enesiy 
artillery pieees were discovered by JJB air observation, the alternate 



In the elastie defense, l^X artillery deployed by e^Mlons after 
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positions weii^e used* 



■ 
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Heavy and Light Maohina Gugg 

The ¥K battalion heavy naehine gvui oompaziy naa usually 4eploye4 
with the rifle eosipanies. Eaeh rifle eoaipany assigned to the 
defense of the main line of reeietanee had one heavy laaehine g\m platooaa^ 
as did the battalion CP for all-around seeurity and antiairoraft 
defense o This latter platoon oould be ecmeitted to the defense 
of the MLR in an energeney * 

Most of the heavy mehine guns were plaeed on the flanks 
as were the light naehine guns* l&is permitted oblique fire 
along the front and adquate coverage of obstaeles* Positioas of 
the guns were staggered in depth to avoid simultaneous destruetlon 
by Uf air or artillery* All guns were eontrolled centrally by the 
platoon leader and were shifted from one target to another on his 
cooBiandtt NK heavy maehine guns usually opened fire at a range 
of 800 to 1000 yards; the light maehine gun range for opening fire 
was 300 to 300 yards e When W troops first assaulted, only a few 
guns opened tlr^o ^or the eneBQr usually waited until the assaulting 
troops were vulnerable to cress fire» 
gTOj&ll Arms and Automatie Weapons 

North Koreans depended on heavy rather than aeexirate automatie 
weapons fire in halting a TN attaeko The enemy ususally waited until 
United Nations troops wore within 75 yards of their positions before 
they opened fire with small arms and automatie weapons* However « 
submaehine guns opened fire at about 200 yards « and rifles at 
100 yards* Grenades were hurled at distanees from 10 to y> yards* 
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Chinose Corommiet Forces 
Aartillery 

* 

CCF artillery was seriously depleted by IK air strikes and 

artillery fire, and therefore did nbt oonstitute too great threat to W 

* 

forces; however, after Juae 19 3^ » eetei^ artillery inereased in 
strength and oonstituted a real hazard* .Nor»ally a CCF artillery 
regiment supported an Ar»y; an artillery battaXioaa supported an 
infantry division} an artillery battery, a regiMnt;: a platoon^ 
a battalion. No attempt was aade to nasft fire* For proteetion 
against HT air strikes, a CCF antiaireraft autoaiatie weapons unit 
corresponding in size to the field artillery mit was assigned to 
thea* 

Chinese did not utilise their ii^tillery to support the 
withdrawal of their infantry units, although alnor preparations 
were fired some time prior to the actual disengagmseiftt* XJsually, 
the artillery, because of its lack of ]Dobility« noved to the rear 
well in advance of the withdrawing \mit8» During the latter part 
of A\jgust 1951* the eneny appeared to have adopted the Western type 

« 

of defense, for at that time his artillery began to be well* 
coordinated with his infantry. 

The artillery battery area was. generally selected and 
designated by the battalion eonmander with specific locations 

I. 

for the artillery pieces picked by the battei*y cowander* Jhre** 
f erred locations were in mountainous areas away froa roads, since 
many of the CCF artillery pieces were of the. pack^^type * !Ifae 

r ■ 
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di stance between pieoes was governed by the terrain, but usmlXy it 



was between irf) and 80 yards • All guas were dug in and well-eaaouf laged* 
Mortars 

CCF nor tar 8 were normally loeated at the foot of high gromdj or 
just below the reverse slope of a defensive position where the fire 
could be employed in support of the first defense line* Mortars were 
usually employed at ranges varying: from 1000 to 1^0 yards on hostile 
troop eoneentrations f and from 500 to ^0 yards on attaeking troops* 
Three to five rounds were fired as a shoek aetion on offensive foreee^ 
and eoncentrated fire was plaeed in the eenter and reat of with- 
drawing USf troops to cause confusion* 
Heavy and Light Machine Guns 

CCF maehine guns were usually employed in support of the main 
line of resistanee in defensive warfare. All areas of enemy approach 
were covered by maehine gun cross fire patterns* Short bursts of 
fire commenced on dispersed VS troops when they reached effective 
ranges or concentrated within 200 yards* 
Small Arms and Automatic Weapons 

Rifles and automatic weapons were fired when XS forces attacked 
and dispersed within effective firing range, or from 10 to 100. yards* 



Grenades, on which the enemy placed great reliance^ were thrown when 



Miseellaneous 

The CCF also employed roving fire power units equipped with 
various weapons to confuse T3K units and cause them to divert their 
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IK forces approached within 10 to hp yards* Most small arms fire 
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fir© power* 

On one defensive position captixred by UN forces ^ the enemy 

had prepared corrugated drms filled: with rooks and INT. Ihese 

were located on rough ramps and evidently were to be rolled down 

on attacking troops with the hope that flying rook would oause IM 

oasualtiea* Also on the same position^ a trenoh was oonstruoted 

about 50 yards below the crest to corneal enemy soldiers controlling 
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trip wires attached to bangalore torpedoes around the hill. 

Mines and Roadblocks 

Both Chinese Communist Forces and North Korean People 's Army 
employed mines and roadblocks during defensive operations* Very little 
use of them was made vmder other tactical oiroximstances* 

Enemy mines were generally laid in roads and by-passes, although 
in some instances the eneany mined open fields which afforded 
vehicular approach to defensive positions* Roads were mined in 
cuts^ fills, and other places not suitablei for by-pass. 

Usually they were placed in a staggered manner at three-pace 
intervals and stretched across the road from shoulder to shoulder* 
In most places, however, the mines were laid so that one lay in the 
tract or rut most commonly used. Most mines were normally 1 l/2 yards 
from the edge of the road. Depths of minefields were not uniform. 
Occasionally trip wires attached to pull-type fuses on some mines 
were stretched across the road and tied to trees or other objects. 
If a vehicle missed the mines, the tension on the wire activated 
them. 
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North Korean engineers placed mines in five to six rows with 
a distance of two to five yards between rows* The interval between 
mines was two to fovir yards. The de|»th of the mine fields averaged 
from ^0 to 300 yards* Bridges and stream beds were mined to prevent 
use by UN armor. 

Some mines were buried 18 inches to 28 inches deep* !IMs allowed 
a great aaiount of traff ie to pass before exploding* These mines were 
very difficult to locate as they were too deep to be discovered by 
mine detectors, and probing was useless* Other mines were dug in from 
the shoulders of the road to avoid detection from the top* During 
the .summer of 1951, the enemy placed large quantities of dynamite 
atop mines in a roadbed, to destroy JJS Equipment rather than to 
cripple or delay it* In other spots, the enemy buried scrap metftl 
and beer cans to hinder the progress of IN engineer groups which 
were clearing paths* Enemy mined areas were not marked, nor were 
they in the most oases covered by fire* 

The frequent use of roadblocks and undefended road obstructions 
characterized the enemy's defensive tactics* Hoadbloeks were 
constructed from large rooks or stones covered with brush and logs* 
Abandoned vehicles, ditches, craters dynamited in roads, and 
artificial landslides caused by demolitions were other favored 
means of blocking routes of advance* Roadblocks were employed singly 
and in series, in the latter case being placed close together* Many 

miaes and roadblocks were booby-trapped* Some roadblocks were 

I - 

covered by enemy fire* 
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TYPICAL NK ANTITAIK IONS FXJLD 
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Most of the enoiny's booby~ti*aps were crude, made mostly from 

blocks of INT and grenades, Earthen jars with blocks of TNT, amatol, 

or picric acid were used. Abandoned IH and enemy equipment was often 

booby-trapped, and in some instances, enemy dead. Most detonations of 

eneaqr booby traps depended on some form of a trip vdre. During the 

cold weather of 195O-I95I, the enemy buried a mortar round a few 

inches below the surface of the ground in an abandoned fireplace. 

A small amount of fresh wood was placed on top 6^ it to tempt 

soldiers to build a fire. The shell exploded two hours after the 
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fire was kindled* 

Msoellaneous 

Antitank Defense 

The shook action of DM armor was extremely effect ire oh the 
CCF and the HKPA. To combat both the pi s i ofl >.:ad mental damage 
done by tH tanks, the eneB^r took various meas\ires» Many enemy 
pamphlets and manuals distributed to his troops tried to build up 
courage to cause personnel to attack IW armor. Specialized anti- 
armor units were organized • 

In the North Korean army, all rifle regiments had two or three 
antitank teams, or "hunter groups/* which had the dual mission of 
defense against tanks and aircraft. These teams were orginally 
organized from the NK division antitank battalion and worked with 
combat engineer teams of platoon to company size. The AT teams 
consisted of three of four men armed with submachine guns, antitank 
grena&es, mines, and bangalore torpedoes. Teams were deployed in the 
rear of defensive positions as mobile antitank forces. Their 
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main mission in defensive warfare was to neutralize hostile tankflt 
■which penetrated the defensive perimeter. 

? 

The combat engineer unit planted mines and other obstacle s to 
hinder the approach of hostile tanks. The "hxx&tor group** had* the 
mission of attacking and annihilating IN armor.. To accomplish this, 
the teams hid near roads or approaches which could be used by armor, 
and attacked from the flank. As AT guns attempted to knock out the 
front and rear tanks, the "hunter group" attacked individual tanks 
in the column. Multiple attacks were sometimes made to accomplish 
the purpose. 

Chinese Communist forces used antitank teams of various sizes* 
The eneny doctrine called for ail infantry battalions, companies, 
and platoons to organize teams. Each platoon organized two or three. 
Company and battalion sL^-e teams consisted of two parts: a demolition 
team of three to four men, armed with one submachine gun each, three 
hand mines, and two bangalore torpedoes j a support team of three 
to four men armed with submrohine guns and light machine guns. The 
mission of the support team was to separate IK infantry from amor 
to allow the demolition team to attack. The platoon teams consisted 
of two to three men armed with submachine guns, greandes, incendiary 
bottles, mines, and other explosives. Pole and satchel charges 
were also carried by the antitank teams. 

The antitank crews usually selected terrain in which tanks 
found it difficult to maneuver to set up positions in depth. Well- 
camouflaged emplacements, approximately I50 yards from the defense line, 
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were built adjacent to the routes of approach. When hostile tanks 

approached, the support group opened fire to separate the assaulting 

inf€uatry from the tanks. When the tanks approached without artillery 

support « the antitank teams attacked from the rear flanks* &nall 

arms and machine gun fire was placed on the tanks in an attempt to hit 

the driver's periscope and keep the tank commander down as the enemy 

teams attacked* A team assaulted one tank at a time* 

ffhen the enemy approached the tank, he attemipbed to climb 

on the rear and hang small dynamite bags on the turret or gun* He 

threw grenades and bangalore torpedoes in the bogies* If the tank 

was disabled, the enemy attempted to set it on fire with incendiary 

grenades or Molotov cocktails. Although CCF tank hunter teams were 

fanatical in reaction to initial advances of UN tanks, they were 

generally content to stay out of sight when the armor returned from 
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an assault* 
Antiaircraft Defense 

During the early stages of the Korean conflict, the NKPA placed 
little emphasis on antiaircraft defense* However, with the increase 
of UN air power, he employed both active and passive antiaircraft 
measures* The North Korean Army organized air defense teams, armed 
\idth heavy machine guns, from the divisional antiaircraft units 
and from the antiaircraft machine gun platoons of subordinate units* 
Air observation posts were used to warn troops, and 30 to 5P percent 
of the ground arms were used in antiaircraft defense* Antiaircraft 
artillery guarded rear installations. 
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The enemy also employed "hunter e;roups," armed with machine gtois, 
at key tunnels, bridges, and other, installations. This team fired 
at any overhead United Nations aircraft, and if the installation was 
hit and could be repaired, the team remained in position. If not, 
the team moved to guard another key point. 

Eairly in 1951* due to IK air po^-rer, CCF regiments were assigned 
an antiaircraft company armed with six to nine 12.7mm DSJiX gms. 
In addition, each Chinese battalion employed an antiaircraft net 
in combat. It was composed of a unit manned with nine machine guns 
— four heavy machine guns from the battalion, and two light machine 
guns from each company. Emplacements guarding key positions were 
usually on high terrain where the weapons could command the sky 
over the target. Emplacements were in the shape of a triangle 
with communication trenches connecting the ammunition dxzmps. All 
positions were well camouflaged. 

If four machine guns were employed, the guns were set up on 
four corners of an invisible square around the installation. The 
interval between guns was ^0 to 100 yards, and between groups of 
guns, 200 yards. Three machine guns formed a group and these were 
placed triangularly with an interval of 30 to 50 yards between guns. 
Continuous fire, on order of the Goi:^mBXi(l'>^,,i yj:!: \oc; . rr^ placed 
on W aircraft. 

In a defensive position, one platoon was designated to fire on 
hostile planes. The fire was concentrated, but staggered at 
different angles. Heavy machine guns fired at ranges over 800 yards; 
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light xnaohine £;uns, 5OO yards; and trifle fire at altitudes less than 
300 yards. Fire was 'first placed on the lead plane to break up 
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any formation. All firing was controlled by the oommandaixg officer • 
Count ermea sure s Employed by I3N Forces Apainst the Stubborn Defense , 
In spite of excellent artillery, air, and the support of other 
weapons, the infantrymen had to finally close and dislodge the 
stubborn foe. 

In a typical assault on an enemy defensive position, air and 

artillery were first used in the softening up process* Aerial bombs 

weighing 25O and 5OG pounds, with a 10-seoond delay nose and tail fusing, 

proved effective on enemy fortifications provided a direct hit was 

scored. Aerial bombardment was restricted due to the lack of the 

requdi^ad precision bombing. On an average, one bunker was 

destroyed out of eight bomb drops on positively identified targets. 

This average decreased in adverse weather or because of poor target 

identification r Field commanders felt that three fighter-bombers, 
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utilizing 250-pound bombs was required for each bunker* 

Artillery assault fire, at ranges of 2500 to JOOO yards, was 

usually employed in 50- to 60« brackets up and over the crest of 

the hill or ridge defended by the enemy. Enemy machine gun fire was 

silenced with artillery area fire with fuse quick and converged 

sheal. Precision fire by one piece was employed to destroy the 

emplacement. The artillery also recoimoitered all suspected 

enemy positions by fire using VT fuse to strip away any possible 

camouflage. It was proven that a direct hit by a 155™^ shell 

was effective on enemy pillbox with a 5-foot protective roof; a 
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direct hit with a 105nm shell was effective on one with a 3-foot 

protective roof. The best artillery support was provided by the 

direct fire of a 135'^ gun, although high angle fire. from heen^y 

■ .t" . ■ . . 

artillery also proved effective o VT fuses were used on bunkers 

at night to prevent rebuilding* 

A method ezftployod by US forces to lift an artillery concentration 

on eneisy positions was the firing pf a IRTP shell. The eneiay quickly 

recognised this, and when such a sjiell was fired he returned from 

4 

his bomb shelters, manned his defensive positions, and fired at the 
assaulting IK troops • In one such attack on a stubborn eneD^r 
objective, m troops employed a ruse. A WP round was fired at |jhe 

* ■ ■ - 

enemyi and five minutes later, after friendly infantry fired small 
arms to simulate an attack, a mixed TOT aiad TT artillery barrage 
was brought doTfm on the hostile position » The objective was taken 
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without further diffioxilty. 

"When artillery fire was lifted, l+»2nmi and 82fflm mortars pounded 
the enemy positions at three-minute intervals as the assaulting 
force moved up* TfenJcis moved forward of the infantry in the final 
assault and tried to close within a range of less than 1000 yards to 
fire on the enemy bunkers* A range of 300 to i400 yarSs was preferred* 
Tank fire wb.s placed on the bunker apertures or embrasures using 
HE delay. If these were not visible, two rotands of APC were fired 

* 

to effect an opening where the logs 211 the fortification joined the 
earth or just below the slope of the roofo This neutralized, but 
did not^ destroy the bunker* Antiaircraft weapons also moved out 
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with the tanks and supported the ground assault. 

VHien the infantry assaulted the position, the artillery and 
tanks isolated the bunker being attacked from other enemy supporting 
installations with WP smoke and HE fire» The infantr^f used assault 
teams consisting of one rifle squad, two flame throwers, one 
demolition team armed with satchel and pole charges, one SCR 536 radio 
operator, one J^ma. recoil less rifle sq\iad, and one light machine 
gim squad, or a total of 26 men© 

The teams deployed with the J^nam recoilless rifle squad placing 

fire on the apertures 0f the enemy bunker at a range of about 600 

yards© The light machine gun sq\iads deployed to the flanks t6 

support the attack* The rifle squad, together with the two flame 

throwers, closed in as far as possible and placed small arms and 

BAR fire on the bunker o 'fne flajne throwers then moved forward until 

35 yai'os from the enen^r position and engaged the bunker with fire 

while the demolition team planted the explosive charges. Wtiea 

the position was neutralized ^ the team hastily reorganized and 
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prepared to move forward or to consolidate the position. 

United Nations armor was used in surprise attacks to by-p^ss 
enemy fortifications and hit him from the rear and flanks. To 
accomplish this, continuous IK engineer reconnaissance was necessary 
for the removal of mines and reduction of obstacles. IN infantry 
and amored officers and men had the highest praise for the work 
of the combat engineers in Korea o Braving enemy fire a they succeeded 
in detecting the majority of enemy mines employed. Various apparatus « 
such as fails and rollers^^^^^^^^^^^^t^explode enemy mines. 
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proved unsuccessful due to malfunctions emd the great amount of 
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explosive charges employed by the enemy. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
INFILTRATION AHD GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES 
Infiltration and Guer*rilla Activities 

4 

Ki^euQT espionage and guerrilla activity were widespread since the 

beginning of the Korean conflict^ and played a large part in the 

enemy »s operations and tactics^ The IJorth Korean People's Amy 

intended guerrilla forces to be strictly military, but the Chinese 

Communist Forces wanted the groups to be for political indoctrination • 

It appears that a happy medium was 'struck between the two Communist 

Forces in Korea, For this reason, infiltration tactics and guerrilla 
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activities will be considered separately* 

Infiltration 

Infiltration tactics were employed by the enemy for both 
espionage activities and for military operations • Early in the 
Korean conflict, enemy troops mingled with refugees fleeing south- 
ward because of the reluctance of W pilots to strafe columns of 
civilians* In other instances^, groups of men, women, and children 
walked into IK positions with North Korean soldiers interspersed 
among the lead elements 0 As the groups were screened other 
enemy soldiers laianched an attacks UN officials were quick 
to determine the importance of the; enemy's infiltration tactics 
as shown by the following statements 

Infiltration tactics played a bi^ part in the enemy's attack 
in the West sector, accomplished by the infiltration of small 
groups during darkness over a 2-3 ^ay period, after which the 
infiltrated elements rallied for attacks in coordination with 
frontal attacks by tanks and infantryo I38 
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Not only small groups succeeded in infiltrating T3N lines, but 
major units as well* Karly in December 1950, the 10th North Korean 
Division moved south through mountainous country from the 38^ 
Parallel to within twenty miles of TAEGU* It was a remarkable military 
feat* It had to rely on the oomtryside for food and clothing and 
on Captured stocks for ammunition. ^ Lacking medical facilities, it 
was forced to operate on a survival of the fittest basis* It was 
able to keep the US 1st, Marine Division (as well as ROK security 
forces) occupied in the mountains northeast of TAKGU* After the 
1st Marine Division was committed to action in Febrtiary, the 
enemy force became the full time concern of the 2nd ROK Division* 

Despite heavy losses from constant attacks, it maintained the form 

j 

of a military unit* Approximately one-third of the enemy division 
managed to withdraw northward to its own lines by breaking into 
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smaller units* 

Because of the effectiveness of 13N air power, the North Korean 
Army changed its tactics and adopted an operation called "I^ktisa*" 
Groups of enemy soldiers, dressed as civilians and carrying con- 
cealed weapons p infiltrated US lines at night and attacked from 
the flanks and rear* Others established roadblocks to out off 
withdrawing friendly units* Both Qhinese and North Koreans practiced 
the same ruses of having some soldiers dressed in civilian clothes 
and mingling with ref\;^6es* These men hid in caves and buildings 
dtiring ibhe day, and gathered information or conducted harassing 
raids at night« Some so-called civilians apprehended by tEf 
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troops carried mortar base plates, mortar tubes, ammunition, 

and hand grenades concealed in packs. Other captured Noirth Korean 

soldiers had a complete change of white civilian clothes, and each 

lip 

had a package of ^000 ROE won» 

Bnemy espionage was widespread in Korea and was very effective, 

but it was generally of low calibre* Most enemy agents primarily 

gathered tactical information in a combat zone. Both North Korean 

People *s Army and Chinese Commimist Forces, together with enemy 

guerrilla forces, utilized large numbers of poorly trained agents 

to gather information of military value. High-level intelligence 

was conducted by training companies established by the Korth Korean 

Political Security Bureau and by North Korean field grade officers, 

especially trained for intelligence and espionage work. These 

agents normally confined their activities to the supervision of 

IJ4I 

subordinate information nets. 

. ,' ssions given oo agents varied with the sector to which 

assigned© On the front lines, the agents attempted to determine 

the location of the W main line of resistances the strength, 

composition, and disposition of various units; the number and 

types of, weapons 5 the condition of roadss the objective and 

movement of IN patrols; and the location of hidden foodstuffs. 

In forward areas, the sgent also determined the number and 

location of troops. In addition, he noticed the location of 

W artillery, armor, and command posts; the location of the 

various refugee checkpoints. In rear areas, in addition to 

noting the location and number of UN troops, agents located 
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National Police strong points and determined their strength. They 
took the names and addresses of civilians friendly toward the 
North Korean cause and those who oollaborated with UN Forces* They 
also noted the attitude and feeling of refugees and the South Korean 

p^ple. 

Enemy agents were recruited from b9th sexes and all ageso Young 
boys were very active in collecting information for the NKPA and 
partisan bands. 

Some individuals were used who brought political disfavor upon 
themselves and tried to prove their loj^alty by engaging in espionage 
activities. Agents were not well-picked and showed little incentive 
for their work. Evidently, there was no authority which centralized 
selection^ assignment of missions^ or control of enemy agents. Young, 
middle-aged^ and eldevly men and women were used singly i, in pairs, 
and in "family-type" groups to facilitate movement. One such agent 
used a stretcher in an attempt to pass through XM lines. Two 
adults carried the agent, who posed as an ailing father, on the 
stretcher • Several young children, who knet/ they would be well-fed 
as long as the agent needed them, v^illingly claimed him as father. 
l{h&a apprehended, he was foimd to have concealed weapons under the 
bed clothes. Other agents adopted one or more small children and 
mingled with bonafide refugees. Others disguised themselves as 

farmers or local villagers and some were leit behind when enemy 

11+3 - 

troops withdrew northward. 
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Some attempted to pass through DM lines as refugees, others 
utilized mountain trails to avoid checkpoints. Falsified passes 

were carried by the agents to be used Ttkien questioned* Some wore 

US clothing and pretended to be ROK soldiers separated from their 

units • Once the agent reached his assigned area, guerrilla ^d 

other Communist organizations protected him and transmitted the 

information he obtained « Sometimes, these organizations assigned 

the agent subsequent missions* Usually, agents transmitted their 

information orally, or concealed information in the seams of their 

clothes or shoes or in the private parts of their bodies* In rear 



by radio© 

Enemy espionage agents used many methods of identification* 
Money v^as not only a means of identification, but was also a means 
of transmitting messages* Japanese fifty-sen pieces indicated the 
agent was a member of the Korean Labor Party* Japanese coins of 
various denominations indicated types of arms (one sen-carbine, 
five sen-Ml rifles, etc*)* Other Japanese coins indicated the rank 



of the agent; the higher the denomination, the higher the rank* 

Buttons of various colors and buttons sewed with different thread 
denoted an agent's identity* Cloth, broken eyeglasses which matched 
other glasses. North and South Korean flags, hair cut in various 
manners, jackets, pencils, beans, various types of spoons, and 

4 

tattoo marks on the body, were also used as identification* An 
agent apprehended in the US IX Corps sector carried a pocket full 
of various coins of all dancanlaatidns , Irattoas in all colors, spoons^ 
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and all the knoiim methods of identlf ioation carried by enemy agent s« 

Inoltided in the coins were two sen' pieoes dated in the eighth year of 

Emperor Meljl* These were the key ^ coins and the agent ""s identification 

pieces. The agent claimed the other coins and trinkets were a 

11^6 

life-long collection. 
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T3N Conntermeastu'es TsJcen Against Enaaay laf iltratiop 
Infiltration of enemy military units was oombatted in various 
ways "fay m forces. Coordination of fire power between adjacent W 
units in suspected areas, plus interdictory artillery fire, abetted 
the influx of infiltrating eneiay troops« At regimental levels, a 
civil assistant detachment, two counterintelligence agents, and one 
ROK police company were utilized to detect enemy agents* All 
refugees in the area were brought to a regimental collecting point 
and screened by the CIC agents • All indigenous men of military 
age apprehended were evacuated through prisoner of war channels • 
All others were sent to a division refugee collection point for 
further screening. From the division, the refugees were sent to 
corps points and on to an Eighth Army point if further interro- 
gation was necessary. However, those cleared at corps level 
were turned over to ROK civilian control. All UH personnel 
released by the enemy were returned to at least army level for 
screening prior to release and return to military duty. This 
was done to detect any possible enemy indoctrination and assign- 
ment of an espionage mission. 

Friendly troops were instructed to be suspicious of any 
civilians in front line areas. Lectures by CIC agents also 
assisted units in spotting eneisy agents* Normally, civilians 
were not in the combat zone. This statement is evidenced by a 

report issued by the ROK Kational Police* 

*S09 countermeasures employed by VS Forces against guerrilla 
activity. 
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When the defense line is veryj oloeo ?ron enemy line, those 
should be evacuated to the area located at Lf> to 60 kilometers 

(approx* 2U to 36 miles) from the defense line; and those 
svreas located 10 to 20 kilometers (appr ox* 6 to 12 miles) 
south of ^he next defense linp should be evacuated* • • « 

Checkpoints for the control of trayol by civilians in both directions 

were set up by military police units, civil affairs teams, and ROK 

National Police* Close liaison wasznaintained between IN Forces and 

ROK counterintelligence units and the ROK National Police* Informants 

employed by UK forces also aided in the detection of enemy agents* 

Some tJN divisions had security forces organized from indigenous 

* » 

r 

personnel which operated under the control of the division G2« 

These assisted in the prevention of sabotage and in the rounding up 

of enemy agents* Oivil assistance detachments established lines 

which refugees coiild not cross going northward in an attempt to 

II48 : 

return home* 

Measures to control refugees were also exercised by the ROK 

Government o All civilians were required to register in their 

villa^^, oi?!^in a subdivision of a larger city siaoh as SEOUL* 

In this manner, the National Police, which maintained a police 

box in every village, knew everyone who belonged in the town* 

Counterintelligence teams informed the National Police when agents 

were suspected to be in the area, and the police- immediately 

questioned all strangers* All suspicious persons who lacked proper 

identification were turned over to imrestigative agencief for 

interrogation* Each civilian in South Korea was required to carry 

a Refugee Certificate or a Prefectural or City Resident's Certificate * 

lie 

These had to be shown at every checkpoint or on request* 
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Refugee activities were centralized to ward off any possible 
fifth ooltannists* Groups to be evacuated were formed in the various 
villages and sectors ^ and each group had an appointed leader froci 
the same locality* He knew everyone within his group and notified 
proper authorities when a stranger joined his coluan. All refugees 
in rear areas were required to keep on main roads and avoid 

150 

trails and secondary roads used by infiltrators and guerrillas • 

Guerrilla Activity 
At the beginning of the Korean conflict, approximately 
5000 comniunist guerrillas were operating in South Korea • These 
guerrillas were directed by a core of some I7OO Communist indoc- 
trinated personnel. In addition to this force, the North Korean 
People's Army had an organized army guerrilla unit, the Worth Korean 
Zennam Unit and an independent army unit, the 766th Infantry 
Regiment • This regiment was expanded later from 3 battalions to 
6 battalions and trained for such work* North Korean divisional 
guerrilla units were similar to NK reconnaissance companies and were 

Stldom divorced from their parent unit. However, they had ir- 
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r(c;::ular tables of organization^ 

Both the North Korean Zennam Guerrilla Unit and the 766th 
Infantry Regiment were landed amphibiously in South Korea in 
company-size groups (about 80 men) and dispersed into the hills* 
The NK Zennam Unit landed in the wrong sector and proved 
ineffective* Its mission was to destroy railroad tracks at 
crossings, bridges, tunnels, curves, and switches, and to out 
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away telephone and telegraph wires*. !Ehe 766th Regliaent moved lay 

mountain trails through uninhabited areas to its objective and 

succeeded in harassing UN troops • ; 

Enemy military units, used in guisrrilla. activities, dressed in 

uniforms similar to other North Korean outfits and carried the 

standard weapons* However, members of the organization wore 

civilian dress ta recoanoiter towns, villages, and rear areas of 

UN forces in daylight. These soldiers returned to the hills before 

dark and guided the main body back to the objective. In the 

approach to the objective, three scouts were sent out first, each 

about 8 yards apart. Companies weife separated by 20 to 22 

yards; platoons, I5 to 1? yards; and squads, about 10 yards* 

After the attack, the guerrilla \m^t withdrew into the hills 
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before daylight. 

At other times, NK guerrilla units mingled with refugees and 
infiltrated to the rear of TH lines. At a certain point, they 
separated from the civilian column and assembled their weapons 
which had been hidden in oxcarts oj* bundles. A reconnaissance 
was then made by the units and an attack launched. Units were 
given specific missions and a specific time limit to accomplish 

153 ; 

the assignment. 

With the turn of battle in favor of UN Forces, many cut-off 
\inits attempted to escape northwards Some could not. Consequently, 
they fomed their own guerrilla bands or joined forces i?rith other 
previously established bands. Comaunist sympathizers and Korean 
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Labor Party members also joined th^ir ranks* These were utilized to 

» 

furnish logistical support and to perform espionage missions* Ih 

* 

November 1950, it was estimated that there was "a 'mininium* of 
1+0,0^00 guerrillas in South Korea** It was believed that some 
North Korean general officers and their staffs were responsible 
for the over-all coordination of the activity of these bands with 
CCF and NK Forces* 

The routes of withdrawal of the guerrilla troops were 
easily determined, and by effective blocking actions by UK Forces, 
heavy casualties were inflicted on' the enemy troops* A considereble 

135 

number were taken prisoners* 

As a result, guerrilla forces' in South Korea were widely 
dispersed, and later were divided up into six branches. Each 
branch consisted in strength from 600 men to l4.,000 men* The 
People's Guerrilla Consoand was one of the twelve departments of 
the NKPA General Headquarters, and it controlled the active 
guerrilla branches of approxiioately 6,000 men* In addition to 
the branches^ numerous partisan bands, organized by the Korean 
Labor Party, operated throughout the western part of South Korea* 
The branch units operated in the eastern sector* Branch units were 

k 

organized on an army pattern, but the partisan bands followed the 
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loose organization of the Korean L^ibor Party* 

Guerrilla bands established their headciuarters in the mountainous 
terrain in their areas of operation* Security of these camps depended 
upon the guards at the stronghold itself* Members of the band 
deployed in a jrjA^. area, disguised as peasants and farmers, and had 
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spies in nearby villages. Liaison with these strongholds was 
maintained by the use of couriers dispatched from the People's 

k 

4 

Guerrilla Command in North Korea, Guerrilla forces were able to 
receive messages from North Korea, but UN action captured and 
destroyed most of their sending stations* Messages carried by 
couriers were frequently in changed secret codes* 

The general mission of the enemy guearrilla branches was 
♦ mainly to impede the South Korean war effort o Communication and 
supply lines were attackedj villages pillaged and raided; and 
Communist propaganda disseminated* li^ny raids were conducted out 
of necessity* Food and ammunition' were critical items, and 
desperate bands raided many villages* All this increased the 
hatred of natives toward the guerrilla bands and re stilted in 
brutal treatment of those captured* A general pattern of con- 
centrating guerrilla forces in one area was the general trend* 

Food, clothing, and supplies were obtained from the area in 
which the guerrilla bands were operating e These were gathered 
from voluntary contributors and sympathizers, by raids on farms, 
or by capturing Off supplies o Female guerrillas purchased medical 
supplies from the local markets* 

Replacements for guerrilla bands were obtained by volunteers, 

kidnapped young men and women, hostages, and enemy soldiers who 

had infiltraged IM lines. Hostages aided in securing contri- 
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but ions of food* 




123 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



Oountemeasures Taken by UN Forces Against Guerrilla Aotlvities 

During the days of t iV:::^^^ perimeter and the ensuing days of 
the breakout by JM Forces, it was necessary for I3N Forces to divert 
large tactical units, division or larger, to secure rear areas. 
Friendly armor was employed to have a quieting effect on guerrilla 
forces • Ihe 73rd Heavy Tank Battalion fired Y/P on dug-in enemy 
positions within the perimeter and forced the enemy to flee in 
all directions • Heavy and light machine guns were then i^ged 
to good effect on the enemy* By studying the routes of movement 
of the guerrilla forces, W troops were able to block their routes 
of withdrawal • Normally this was .done by employing one battalion, 
organized for perimeter defense, in the route of enemy withdrawal • 
The remainder of the regiment of division used deployed to encircle 
the area in which the enemy was known to be» Initially, platoon- 
size patrols used to combat guerrilla forces were too small* 
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However, company-size and larger had good success* 

On 19 July 1950, the Office of Coordinator, Protection of 
Lines of Communication, Rear Areas ^ was set up by. the Eighth United 
States Army Korea. Its mission was to coordinate the efforts of 
Korean and US police to effect the mnxlmum protection of railroads, 
highways, and bridgei^* It was also to provide protection for 
tM signal communication against sabotage and eneay guerrilla activity. 
One of the first steps taken by this office was to form Korean Police 
Battalions. At first, one provisional ROK police company was 
assigned to the US 2i|th and 25th Divisions with the mission of 
procuring local guides, securing information on the enemy and 
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familiarizing the respective ooimnanaing generals with local 

terrain conditions and road netSo After about two months, the ROK 
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police comapnies were returned to the Korean Nat ioniti Police^ 

ROK Becyrity Battalions and the Korean National Police coinbatted 
guerrillas in rear areas, and were under the operational control of 
the ROfc Anny and supported logistically by it« Arms and ammunition 
for the National Police were f tarnished by the US Anny» Both"^kad 
the mission of guarding fixed installations and conducting anti- 
guerrilla activities. ROK Security Battalions were attached to 
the TABAEK-SAN Command, which had the mission of guardang two 
sti^tegic passes on main supply routes, the TANYANG and MUNYONG 
passes; and the SClSAM Command. This command was activated in 
June 195i at the insist^eaco of the ROK Anqy to combat guerrillas in 
the area. 

The ROK National Police vras organized in 19k5$ did not 
expand until the outbreak of hostilities o It now has 63,000 men 
as compared to i48,000 in 19l+5» The National Police, besides 
guarding fixed installations and conducting anti-guerrilla 
activities, also were charged with the security of the railroads 
in Korea. Several thousand National Police were attached to the 
American corps to control civilian population, screen indigenous 
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personnel, and conduct counterintelligence missions. 

When guerrillas attacked a village or an installation, the 
National Police went immediately to the scene to purstie the 
attacking force. ROK Seciarity Battalions did not. When a definite 
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guerrilla force was located, the area was surromded, and UN air 
strikes called in on the target. After the air raid, the 
National Police moved up to clean out the area* Often such 
attacks were jointly conducted with the ROK Security Battalions • 

Since 25 June 1950, the National Police inflicted an average 100 

163 . 

guerrilla cas\aalties a day. ; 

■ • ■ * 

RESULTS OF NATIONAL POLICE OPERATIONS FROM 25 JPNE 50 to 51 AUGUST 51 



Enemy killed 67,228 
Enemy captured 23*837 
Enemy surrendered i4lj.,154 

135,219 

Enemy hi^avy weapons captured 1,650 
Enemy rifles captured 22,571 

Police Killed 1,900 
Police kidnapped 225 
Police missing 6,866 

8,991 

Police hea^ v/eapons captured 90 
Police rifles captured 2,300 



In addition to physically contacting the guerrillas, the National 
Police maintained agents in towns and provinces suspected to be 

harboring guerrillas. Pamphlets, guaranteeing safe condxa^j; ,were 

distributed by hand and air in the same areas, to induce the enexoy 

161| 

to surrender© 

La addition to gxaards at VHP stations, which were prime targets 

for guerrilla raids, wire, booby-traps and mines were extensively 

^ These figures probably included by- passed enemy troops in 
North Korea during late 1950. 
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employed* Each rear area organization had an SOP which it followed 
during a guerrilla raid. Security platoons rode railroad trains • 
Flat or gondola cars.> carrying mabhind gxms and crews, were placed 
on the front and rear of some trains. Hospital trains had two 

* ■ . ■ . 

gondolas in front* !Ehe first was'/ to explode any mines on the 

■ ir, 

tracks p and the second carried machine guns and crews* ]ji this 

manner $ the guerrilla menace was yiz^tually eliminated by the fall of 
165 



UHCLhSSirltO 



UNCLASSIFIED 



CHAPTER POUR 
Sxamnary of tha Bff ioaoy of Eaeny Taotlog 
Eneany tactics were sound and well-executed • Contrary to the 
popular conceptioa of the eneaoy as.^k screaming horde^**' the NK 
and CC Forces were well-coordinated fighting machines* Snes^ attacks 
showed considerable prior planning and good judgment for the most 
part o 

Reconnaissance of positions was thorough and resulted in 
many penetrations. The extensive use of guerrilla activity, 
especially during the days of the PUSM perimeter and the INCHCH 
landing j, aided the enesiry^s fighting; machine* ITaotios employed were 
similar to Western tactiosi especially, the old Fatten adage of 
"holding them by the nose and kicking them in the pants*" Envelop- 
ments were widely used* It is believed that air superiority, fire- 
power, and mobility of the M Forces provided the difference 
between the two forces* 

Defensively, the enemy used the same tactics, on the whole, 
as IH Forcesj namely, that of trading terrain in an effort to gain 
time and inflict maximum losses on the opposition* After liay 19^^, 
the eneiny adhered to the principle of the main line of resistance, 
and proved a stubborn, tenacious foe to dislodge* Massed artillery 
fire and hand-to-hand assaults were necessary to clear the eneny 
defensive pt^sltlon^j* 

Certain definite disadvantages to the enemy were noted in the 
tactics he employed* Definite offensive indications were con- 
spicuous before every attack. This enabled \M Forces to prepare 
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themsolves • Since the eneny attacSc# definite pattern in 

all cases, W Forces were able to jbake appropriate defensive measures • 

« • 

Another weakness noted in en eioy tactics was his inability to 

■ 

sustain an offensive, especially a* l<»fer unit level s« This was 

caused by the damage inflicted on his supply system by JM air and 

t- ■ 

artillery* Consequently, each enetay soldier carried approximately 
a week *s supply of food* When this was exhausted, the enemy 

-r .f 

attfjifek lost momentum and finally s;fcalled» Undoubtedly winter 
weather hindered the re supply of eneny rear installations* This 
was due to the scarcity of natural camoxiflage and to the good flying 
weather available to IN aircr^ift* 

The advantage of the enemy *s superior mginpower became a. 
disadvantage in the f^ce of IM fire superiority* Bn%my troops 
became demoralized and confused j tanits were difficult to control 
because of inadeqxxate commmications; and logistical support was 
difficult* The capture of many enemy troops suffering from old 
wounds indicated that Commmist medical support was limited* 

All in all, the Communist Force employed in Korea was a 
capable opponent which employed sound basic principles of war* 
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TXPICAL RBCCMAISSANCE FORUATICKIS 
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REC0NN0ITERIN6 AN AREA 

When reoonnoitering an pr«a, the squad lei*der firat aeleots the most proninent 
terrain feature and sends three to four men to reoonnolter this spot. In the 
aboye sketoh the assistant squad leader Is sent with three iren to Hill A, which 
was desaied the most Important. Upon arriving at Hill A and detenninlng It to 
be olear of enavy, a signal is sent to the squad leader at X, In the event 
•nany is encountered in Tiolnlty of Hill A. one nember reports this to the 
squad loader while the belanoe of the group remains to continue obserTation* 
If no enaa^y are dlaeofored on or In close proxlnlty of Hm A, the squad leeder 
dispatches a three'-man teen to reoonnolter area C, while he himself proceeda 
to area 6 with two iren. The three groups sre riven a specific tine ip.o-^^ent 
In which to conplete their reconnai seance* Upon coirpletion of the irlsslonj» 
•ech teas raaialna In Ita respective sector to await signal from the squad 
leader to nove to B, the point of rendesvoua. Upon receipt of a slgns.1, either 
visual or audible^ the two flank teams converge on the center by a route close 
to the river bank. After aaeenbllngt the entire cquad returns to its parent 
unit along the approach route* 
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REC0NN0ITERIN6 A MOUNTAIN 



When reeonnoitering a mountain, a squad ei«e unit is normally eirployed» 
Upon reaching the foothill, two members of the petrol take up positions 
so as to observe alonfr both sides of the irtass. The remainder of the 
patrol gradually move* up the side in single file. Upon reaching a 
point juat below the center of the crest, they turn ninety degree* 
and move In single file to the orest* If the mountein is clear of 
hostile troops, a sifisl is mede to the two men ported at the foot 
to proceed to the top. If further reconnaissance is needed;the patrol 
continues on or returns to its parent unit usini^ the route of approach* 
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SQUAD LEADER X 8M 



TO SCALE 



MOUNTAINS 



Vhen BOTln|! through nountains* to sTOld dofiles* a patrol ordinarily srlita 
into two aeotions* Control of the split petrol reata with the jSquad /ZM»eder 
and Aaaiatant ^quad l^ieeder, each of wh<MB leads a column* Control ie exer- 
cised b«tw«erl the files by a systsm of prearranged signals. If neoessaxy 
to vofe through a defile, a three-nan point may he sent fifteen to twen'ty* 
five meters ahead of the main body. If the point reoeiTes fire from the 
adjaaent hillsidea* the main bod^ eitherjrushes througih the defile or with- 
draws, depending on the amotint of ^§pp^ x^cH^Wad and the importanee of the 
aiaaion* 
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X X SMe 

RIFLE X SM6 X SOD. LDR. X RIFLE 

sue X SM6 X A X 8Me 

RIFLE X 
SM6 X 

UN 

OPEN TERRAIN 

THE ASSISTANT SQUAD LEADER PLACES 
HIMSELF WITH EITHER FLANK COLUMN. 
AT THE HEAD OR BRINSINS UP THE REAR. 
DEPENDINS UPON THE SITUATION. 




NOT TO SCALE 



WOODED AREA 



Tha fonnation used when moving a petrol through a wooded area ie in neprly 
all aapeota ainilar to that employed irhen croaaing open terrain* The 4an- 
aity of the vooda dietatea the diViaion of the patrol into two or threo 
eolumna. Control, slao dependent upon the denaity of the area* conaista 
of Yvhiatle aignala and lighted irateh aignala. 
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TzpicAii ccr sittiL wzr FOMariciis 
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CCF SMALL UNIT FORMATIONS 



A. SQUAD LEADERS LEFT TRIANGLE: 



0 

0 0 



X ( SOD LOR) 
0 



56* S4 PACES 



42- 4S PACES 



8. SQUAD LEADERS RISHT TRIANGLE! 

X (SOD LOR) 0 



0 0 
42-48 MCES 



98-84 PACES 



C. REAR triangle: 



28-32 PACES 
0^ ^0 



XtSQP LDR) 



MCES 
0 0 



/ 



UNCLASGiFIED 




a rawT STAm team: 



XfSOD LM 



7-e PACeS MTERMM. 



c LCFT mm team: 



X (800 L0fl)O 



7-S PACES INTERVAL 



f. WK rmm: 



0 0 0 0 0 0 



X(8QD UNO 



0 0 0 



7-8 PACE8 BETWEEN MEN 



8. RI8NT TmAN8LE 



0 X (SOD LON) 
O 0 
0 0 



H. LEFT TRIAN8LE: 



0 0 

0 0 0 
0 



X (800 LOR) 
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I. FRONT TRIANGLE 



0 0 
0 



X (SQO LDR) 

0 0 



J. REAR TRIANGLE 



(SQO LOR) 
0 0 
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UBBBL 0 
PJCXOBIAL 
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Comnuoi cation trench .-.Ith OTerh«ed cover CSR939P3. (Map NJ 
52-10, Korea, 1:250,000.) 



Foyholes et bas^- of Ml 3 M. :S«PP9P5. (K»p 52-10, Korea 
11250, OOO) 



AW Bunker on top of ridf© at CSeP89°5, (Vap MJ 52-10, Korea, 
1»250,000.) 



Personnel shelter on ri^ir* ■= v (F»p NJ -52-10, Korea, 

1:250,000.-.) 




ANNEX D 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
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Oblique aerial photograph shovdng elaborate antitarJc c^itches (see 
arrows) used by Coimnimist Forces in Korea. The hij.l mass 'between 
the two roads was covered with many well-camoufleged bunkers and 
trenches* 



165 



